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FOREWORD 

In  compliance  with  a  request  from  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference, 
at  its  fifteenth  annual  session,  held  in  Greensboro  in  1927, 
a  record  of  our  Conference  was  written  by  the  Conference 
Historian,  covering  the  years  1878-1928.  At  Gastonia  in 
1928  this  historical  record  of  our  work  was  submitted,  read 
before  the  Conference  and  upon  motion  it  was  unanimously 
voted  to  have  it  published  in  pamphlet  form  for  distribu- 
tion throughout  the  Conference. 

Under  the  title  "Fifty  Years  of  Seed  Sowing"  this 
brochure  carried  the  record  of  the  woman's  work  from  its 
beginning  in  1878,  and  also  the  achievements  of  our  own 
Conference  during  its  existence  of  thirty-eight  years. 

With  a  desire  for  a  fuller  record  of  our  work,  it  was 
unanimously  decided  at  the  fiftieth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Conference,  in  Salisbury  in  1940,  to  re-write  the  history 
and  include  therein  the  achievements  of  the  half-century, 
which  record  has  been  so  noteworthy  that  it  seemed  fitting 
to  pay  this  tribute  to  the  societies  and  the  women  who  have 
had  a  part  in  making  it  possible. 

Not  only  is  this  true  but  we  feel  that  the  story  of  our 
achievements  will  bring  inspiration  to  us  and  help  us  to  go 
into  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  with  the  same  spirit  of  co-operation,  loyalty 
and  devotion  that  has  characterized  the  missionary  work  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South. 
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CHAPTER  ONE 

Our  Beginning 

"The  law  of  Missions  is  the  law  of  love,  justice, 
conquest  and  expansion.  The  history  of  Missions 
is  the  history  of  miracles,  heroism,  prayer,  audacity, 
sublime  faith  and  wonderful  devotion." 

— Dr.  Philip  Gone  Fletcher. 


Sixty-two  years  have  passed  since  the  women  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  were  granted  the 
authority,  by  the  General  Conference,  to  organize  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  throughout  the  bounds  of  our 
Church.  It  was  a  few  women  of  deep  consecration,  of  un- 
daunted faith,  and  with  a  far-seeing  vision,  who  realized 
that  the  women  of  Southern  Methodism  should  be  enlisted 
in  the  missionary  work,  not  only  that  they  might  be  of 
valiant  service,  but  that  they  might  get  the  inspiration  that 
comes  from  a  definite  work. 

It  was  these  earnest  women  who,  in  1874  presented  a 
Memorial  to  the  General  Conference  asking  for  the  author- 
ity to  organize  a  Woman's  Department  of  Missions,  a  re- 
quest not  granted  at  that  time,  but  with  confident  faith,  and 
a  courage  that  did  not  falter,  a  second  Memorial  found  its 
way  to  the  Conference  in  Atlanta,  in  1878,  and  after  eight 
days,  the  Committee  to  which  it  was  referred  brought  in  a 
favorable  report,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Conference. 
Those  women  are  truly  our  Pioneers.  They  '^blazed  the 
trail,"  they  "lighted  the  torch"  which  has  been  held  high 
for  this  more  than  half-century,  by  those  who  have  "fol- 
lowed in  their  train." 

Immediately  after  the  authorization,  on  May  23rd,  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  first  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  was  held  with  fifty-four  names  enrolled  as  charter 
members.  Through  the  years  the  missionary  spirit  has 
grown  and  today  more  than  312,000  women,  in  more  than 
9,000  auxiliaries,  are  united  in  this  great  organization.  (  See 
Council  Report  of  1939.)  Within  seven  months  after  the 
General  Conference  meeting  in  Atlanta,  the  Woman's  Mis- 
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sionary  Societies  of  the  Holston  and  North  Carolina  Con- 
ferences, of  which  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
was  then  a  part,  were  organized,  the  Holston  Conference 
dating  its  beginning  from  October  23rd,  1878  and  with 
four  of  its  auxiliaries  ( now  in  the  W.  N.  C.  Conference) 
enrolled — Asheville,  Franklin,  Hendersonville,  and  Way- 
nesville. 

In  the  closing  days  of  November  1878,  a  number  of 
leading  women  of  North  Carolina  attended  the  annual  Con- 
ference, in  session  in  Charlotte,  N.  C,  and  being  anxious 
to  become  a  part  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  organization, 
conferred  with  Dr.  A.  W.  Wilson,  at  that  time  Missionary 
Secretary,  afterwards  Bishop,  and  asked  him  to  organize 
them,  a  request  which  he  granted  gladly,  Decem.ber  1st, 
1878.  Those  faithful  women  entered  into  the  work  with 
deep  interest  and  enthusiasm  and  at  the  close  of  the  first 
year  reported  nine  societies  with  a  membership  of  199.  A 
real  event  in  the  lives  of  these  two  Conferences  during  their 
twelfth  year,  was  the  formation  of  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Conference,  from  territory  in  the  two  Conferences. 
This  action  by  the  General  Conference,  seemingly,  might 
have  weakened  the  work  in  the  two  Conference  societies, 
because  of  the  transfer  of  a  number  of  strong  and  important 
auxiliaries,  but  on  the  contrary,  it  resulted  in  the  creation 
of  an  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  the  new  Conference  on 
the  part  of  the  "Mother  Conference,''  with  increased  efforts 
and  loyal  cooperation  stimulating  the  interest  in  their  own 
work  which  resulted  in  a  wonderful  growth  and  develop- 
ment still  maintained  during  the  years  by  these  two  Con- 
ferences. 


CHAPTER  TWO 

Organization  of  Foreign  Missionary  Society 

"The  greatest  eras  in  the  history  of  Christianity 
have  been  in  periods  of  missionary  expansion;  in 
its  darkest  ages,  the  bright  and  redeeming  features 
have  been  the  progress  of  its  missions." 

— James  Gannon,  III. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  in  INIay  1890,  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
was  created  and  incorporated  all  of  North  Carolina  west  of 
the  Blue  Ridge  mountains — territory  which  had  been  in- 
cluded, previous  to  that  time,  in  the  Holston  and  North 
Carolina  Conferences.  Following  this  action,  three  months 
later,  on  August  6th,  1890  twenty-three  women  who  had 
caught  the  vision  and  whose  hearts  burned  with  missionary 
zeal,  pursuant  to  a  call,  met  in  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Salisburv,  N.  C.  and  organized  the  Woman's  Foreign 
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Missionary  Society  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference, taking  as  a  nucleus  for  the  organization  the  so- 
cieties which  had  been  transferred  from  the  Holston  and 
North  Carolina  Conferences,  many  of  which  were  among 
the  very  first  societies  organized  in  Southern  Methodism. 

The  women  attending  that  meeting  and  participating 
in  the  organization,  whom  we  may  rightly  call  our  Con- 
ference Pioneers,  were:  Mrs.  Frances  M.  Bumpass,  Mrs. 
Lucy  H.  Robertson,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ray,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Chaston, 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Ector,  Mrs.  R.  M.  B.  Ellington,  Mrs.  D.  B. 
Coltrane,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Price,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Hendten,  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Hudson,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Robbins,  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Odell,  Mrs.  Sallie  Thomas,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Reynolds, 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Adams,  Mrs.  Northern,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Coughenour, 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Sherrill,  Miss  Sallie  Whisnant  ( now  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Hagood),  Miss  Lillie  Rowe  (now  Mrs.  A.  M.  Frye), 
Miss  Belle  Hall  and  IMiss  Amanda  V.  Lee.  Two  visitors 
present  were  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cunninggim,  President  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  North  Carolina  Conference 
and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  who  as  efficient  leader  of  the 
children's  work  in  the  State,  had  won  for  herself  the  affec- 
tionate title  of  "Aunt  Mary." 

Mrs.  Robertson  acted  as  temporary  Chairman  of  the 
meeting,  later  in  the  session  being  elected  to  the  presidency 
— an  office  which  she  held  for  thirty-six  consecutive  years, 
resigning  in  1926,  with  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Weaver  chosen  as 
her  successor  and  who,  through  the  remaining  years  of  the 
half  century  has  worn  the  presidential  mantle  with  ease, 
grace  and  dignity,  proving  herself  worthy  of  the  honor  that 
came  to  her  on  April  23rd,  1926,  through  the  vote  of  con- 
fidence of  her  co-workers. 

Other  officers  chosen  were  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ray  as  Vice- 
President,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
holding  the  office  until  the  time  of  her  death  in  1898;  Mrs. 
John  R.  Brooks,  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Odell, 
Treasurer,  Miss  Amanda  V.  Lee,  Superintendent  of  Ju- 
venile Work,  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Odell,  Auditor. 

Nine  District  Secretaries  were  also  elected  at  this  meet- 
ing(  viz:     Asheville  District,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ray;     Charlotte 
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District,  Miss  Sallie  Whisnant  (Mrs.  W.  W.  Hagood)  ; 
Franklin  District,  Mrs.  S.  F.  Ferguson;  Greensboro  Dis- 
trict, JMrs.  L.  L.  Hendren;  Mount  Airy  District,  Mrs.  T.  L. 
Gwyn;  Salisbury  District,  ]Miss  Mittie  Lanier;  Shelby  Dis- 
trict, Mrs.  H.  T.  Hudson;  Statesville  District,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Robbins;  Trinity  District,  :Mrs.  Sallie  Thomas.  Mrs. 
Bumpass  was  named  delegate  to  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions  with  Mrs.  Robertson,  as  her  alternate,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  for  twenty  years  she  was  a  regular 
attendant  at  the  Board  meeting  and  always  brought  back 
to  her  Conference  inspirational,  informing  and  helpful 
messages. 

Others  associated  with  us  in  the  early  days,  whose 
labors  of  love  can  never  be  forgotten,  were  Mrs.  J.  W.  Al- 
spaugh,  long  time  Treasurer;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Leith,  Superin- 
tendent of  Juvenile  Work  for  five  years;  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Weaver,  who  succeeded  Mrs.  Leith,  serving  for  eleven 
years,  known  and  loved  as  "IMother  Weaver";  Mrs.  N.  S. 
Davis,  Vice-President  and  Auditor;  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford, 
Corresponding  Secretary  for  seventeen  years  and  Editor  of 
Woman's  Page  in  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate  from 
1897  to  1910. 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  drafted  by  a  Com- 
mittee composed  of  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ray,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Hudson 
and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Robbins.  Seventeen  societies  ranking  as 
Pioneer  societies  were  transferred  from  the  Holston  and 
North  Carolina  Conferences:  x\sheville,  Franklin,  Hen- 
dersonville,  Waynesville,  Weaverville,  Franklin's  Chil- 
dren's Society  and  Weaverville  "Forget-Me-Nots"  from 
Holston  Conference;  and  Ansonville,  Greensboro,  Greens- 
boro Female  College,  Hickory,  Mocksville,  Rutherfordton, 
Salisbury,  Statesville,  and  Winston  from  North  Carolina 
Conference.  Others  coming  into  the  new  Conference  and 
whose  organization  dates  back  to  the  earlier  years  of  our 
work  were  Charlotte,  High  Point,  Marion,  Newton,  Pine- 
ville,  Reidsville  and  others,  perhaps  of  which  we  have  no 
records,  but  who  through  the  years  have  contributed  their 
best  efforts  to  the  success  of  the  work  and  have  gone  steadily 
forward,  each  year's  record  being  one  of  advance.     The 
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first  meeting  of  the  Conference  was  held  in  Asheville  in 
1891  and  showed  an  increase  in  offering  from  $152.70  re- 
ported at  organization  meeting  to  $5,325.38,  including  a 
bequest  of  $2,000.00. 

A  gratifying  increase  in  members  and  organizations 
was  also  reported  with  our  statistical  report  as  follows: 
Auxiliaries  64;  members  1,374;  Bright  Jewel  Bands  42, 
^  w^th  a  membership  of  1,736 — making  a  total  membership 
of  3,100  members  and  subscribers  to  Woman s  Missionary 
Advocate  265. 

A  feature  of  this  meeting  was  the  establishment  of  the 
Frances  Bumpass  Lectureship  Fund  of  $2,500,  in  honor 
of  her  who,  perhaps,  was  the  pioneer  spirit  in  the  missionary 
work  in  North  Carolina.  In  her  report  at  this  meeting  Mrs. 
Bumpass  sounded  a  note  of  optimism  in  her  closing  words 
as  she  declared: 

"Our  work  advances  wherever  there  are  zealous 
workers.  In  some  sections  the  rocks  of  prejudice  and  the 
hard  soil  of  indifference  and  ignorance  make  the  work  more 
difficult,  but  the  fire  of  loving  zeal  and  the  mellowing  in- 
fluence of  the  Gospel  must  finally  triumph  over  these.  To- 
day we  sing  a  song  of  praise  for  what  God  has  accom- 
plished through  our  feeble  instrumentality,  and  we  unite 
our  petitions  to  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high,  that 
promised  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  we  need  to  qualify 
us  for  the  mighty  work  to  which  we  are  called." 

The  twenty-two  years  ( 1890-1912  )  of  our  Conference 
as  a  Foreign  Missionary  organization  are  fraught  with  in- 
terest featured  by  advance  along  all  lines  of  the  work,  with 
the  records  showing  an  increase  for  these  years  in  auxi- 
liaries, membership  and  finances,  with  our  Conference  sup- 
porting seven  missionaries  in  the  foreign  fields,  six  Bible 
Women  and  twenty  Scholarships,  and  we  would  give  God 
the  praise  for  taking  the  efforts  of  the  few  and  multiplying 
them  in  the  achievements  of  greater  things  for  the  Master. 
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CHAPTER  THREE 

Organization  Home  Mission  Society 

"Ye  shall  he  witnesses  unto  me,  both  in  Jerusalem, 
and  in  all  Judea  and  in  Samaria  and  unto  the  utter- 
parts  of  the  earth." 


Miss  Lucinda  B.  Helm,  of  precious  memory,  was  the 
'Svoman  called  of  God  to  be  the  founder  of  the  Woman's 
Home  Mission  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  She 
was  consecrated,  devout  and  singularly  endowed  for  leader- 
ship. The  interests  of  the  Church  were  supremely  dear 
to  her.  Unlike  those  who  stand  on  the  outside  and  do  their 
philanthropic  work,  independent  of  the  Church,  she  be- 
lieved in  fighting  error  from  within  and  conserving  the  best 
forces  of  the  Church  to  resist  the  common  enemy.  There- 
fore she  believed  in  making  all  philanthropic  work  dis- 
tinctly Church  work." 

How  this  thought  of  Miss  Helm  of  Woman's  Home 
Missions,  was  d'eveloped  into  a  living  organization  is  best 
told  in  her  own  words.  She  said:  "Three  thoughts  came 
to  me:  1st,  the  multitude  of  souls  in  easy  reach  of  us  dying 
without  God  or  hope;  2nd,  that  God  seemed  to  have 
gathered  them  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe  into  oar 
midst  and  that  we  should  dio  our  part  in  giving  them  the 
Gospel  of  Christ;  3rd,  that  we  women  of  the  Church  ought 
to  come  to  the  front  and  assist  in  providing  homes  for  the 
preachers  so  much  needed  to  plant  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
the  midst  of  these  people.  I  felt  as  if  some  propelling  power 
beyond  me  had  entered  my  soul  and  was  moving  me  with 
irresistible  force  to  throw  my  life  into  this  work  of  helping 
to  redeem  my  country  from  the  enemy  of  souls,  and  to  es- 
tablish the  Kingdom  of  God." 

In  1885,  Bishop  R.  K.  Hargrove,  while  in  charge  of 
the  Conference  of  the  West,  reported  to  the  Board  of  Church 
Extension  that  he  had  to  abandon  several  important  sta- 
tions there  because  there  was  not  a  house  to  be  found  suit- 
able to  accommodate  a  preacher  and  his  family,  and  said: 
"Why  could  not  the  good  women  of  the  Church  be  ind^uced 
to  go  into  the  work  of  building  parsonages?" 

1j 


MRS.   M.  J.  BRAXXKR 

First   President   of   the   Home   Mission    Society,    serving-  in   that 

capaeity   for   a   number   of   years 
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The  hearts  of  the  women  of  Southern  Methodism 
thrilled  with  sympathy  when  these  words  of  Bishop  Har- 
grove opened  their  eyes  to  the  great  work  needed  at  home 
in  which  they  could  help.  ]\Iiss  Helm  was  especially  grati- 
fied and  her  keen  eyes  discernec^  where  the  walls  of  our  be- 
loved Zion  were  weakest.  She  realized  that  every  home 
built  for  a  preacher  was  helping  to  establish  a  church,  and 
like  the  daughters  of  Shallum  she  hastened  with  her  brick 
and  mortar  to  the  assistance  of  her  brethren. 

In  1886  she  attended  the  General  Conference  at  Rich- 
mond, Va.  and  asked  for  lawful  authority  to  inaugurate 
the  Woman's  Department  of  Church  Extension.  Her  re- 
quest was  granted  for  a  place  in  which  women  could  work 
for  the  comfort  of  our  Methodist  preachers.  For  four  years 
tke  women  labored  as  an  Auxiliary  of  the  Church  Exten- 
sion Society,  and  the  work  grew  far  beyond  the  most  san- 
guine expectations,  but  the  women  realized  that  the  building 
of  parsonages  did  not  appeal  with  sufficient  force  to  all  the 
godly  women  whose  interest  they  wished  to  enlist,  so  in 
response  to  their  request,  the  General  Conference  of  1890 
enlarged  their  sphere  of  activity  and  the  Woman's  Depart- 
ment of  Church  Extension  became  the  Woman's  Parsonage 
and  Home  Mission  Society,  and  home  mission  work  for 
women  and  children  was  undertaken  in  all  of  its  phases 
with  most  wonderful  results.  At  the  end  of  the  first  six 
years  of  the  organization  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension  announced  that  more  parsona- 
ages  had  been  built  than  in  the  fifty  years  of  American 
Methodism. 

In  1898  the  General  Conference  gave  the  society  a  new 
constitution  similar  to  that  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  our  Church,  abbreviating  its  name,  call- 
ing it  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  with  the  provi- 
sion that  in  each  Annual  Conference  there  should  be  or- 
ganized a  Conference  Society  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  which  should  have  charge  of  the 
work  within  the  Conference,  hold  annual  meetings,  appro- 
priate money  to  pay  incidental  expenses  and  determine 
amounts  to  be  appropriated  to  parsonages  within  its  borders. 
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As  soon  as  this  name  was  assumed,  helpers  were  appointed 
throughout  the  connection  to  promote  the  cause  of  Home 
Missions. 

There  being  no  connectional  Home  Mission  Society  in 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  in  November  1899, 
the  General  Board  appointed  Mrs.  M.  J.  Branner  of  Way- 
nesville  as  President,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Marr  also  of  Waynesville 
as  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Odell  of  Greens- 
boro, Treasurer,  as  a  nucelus  from  which  to  start  an  or- 
ganization. 

Two  years  later  in  1901,  in  Salisbury,  N.  C.  the 
Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  of  the  Western  North  Car- 
olina Conference  was  organized,  by  a  group  of  w^omen  who 
saw  the  need  to  work  in  the  Lord's  vineyard  which  lies 
nearer  to  us  than  beyond  the  seas.  In  connection  with  this 
organization  were  such  capable  workers  as  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Branner,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Marr,  Mrs.  James  Atkins,  Mrs. 
F.  H.  E.  Ross,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Arnold,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Copeland, 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Nicholson,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,'  Mrs.  F.  L. 
Townsend  and  others,  ready  to  serve  wherever  the  Master 
called. 

Mrs.  Branner  was  the  first  President,  holding  the  of- 
fice for  many  years  and  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Marr 
who  was  President  at  the  time  of  the  union  with  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  in  Gastonia,  in  1912. 

The  discouragement  that  came  to  these  women  in  the 
beginning  is  forcibly  expressed  in  the  report  of  the  Cor- 
^Y  responding  Secretary,  Mrs.  Marr,  at  one  of  the  early  meet- 
ings when  she  said:  "The  work  being  new,  was,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  laborious  and  the  progress  slow.  In  many 
places  we  found  not  only  indifference  to  the  work,  but  actual 
opposition.  One  of  the  greatest  of  our  difficulties  seemed 
to  be  finding  capable  women  who  would  serve  as  District 
Secretaries,  but  the  few  workers  did  not  grow  weary  or 
faint-hearted,  but  with  a  courage  inspired  by  faith  in  Him 
who  had  promised  that  'in  due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we 
faint  not,'  efforts  were  renewed,  parsonages  were  built,  and 
furnished,  boxes  of  supplies  sent  to  preachers  laboring  in 
hard  mission  charges,  the  sick  and  imprisoned  visited,  re- 
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ligious  instruction  given  in  mothers'  meetings  and  in  cottage 
prayer  meetings,  and  in  other  ways,  the  cause  of  Christ  was 
aided.  The  work  went  steadily  on  and  the  organization 
continued  to  function  for  eleven  years,  when  it  was  united 
with  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  the  two  be- 
coming the  Woman's  ]Missionary  Society  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference. 


MKS.   F.   H.    K.   KOSS 

For  years  Home  >li.s.siou   Treasurer  and   for  fifteen  years 

Treiisurer  of   \\"oinan*s   3Iissionary   Coimoil 
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CHAPTER  FOUR 

The  Union  in  1912  at  Gastonia 

"Uniting  our  efforts  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
work,  remembering  that  there  is  a  place  and  a 
work  for  each.  By  one  spirit  we  are  baptized  into 
one  body." 


The  twenty-second  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference,  which  met  in  Main  Street  Church,  Gastonia, 
N.  C,  June  6-10,  1912,  was  a  memorable  one  in  the  annals 
of  our  Society,  not  only  because  of  the  many  delightful  and 
interesting  features  of  the  meeting,  but  because  of  the  fact 
that  the  most  important  business  to  be  transacted  at  this 
meeting  was  the  merging  of  the  two  Conference  Societies, 
Home  and  Foreign,  into  one,  to  be  known  as  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference. 

This  union  was  effected  by  a  Joint  Commission  of 
twenty-four  women,  twelve  from  the  Home  and  twelve  from 
the  Foreign,  who  were  empowered  to  act.  Following  are 
the  members  of  the  Unification  Committee: 

Home  Representatives :  Mrs.  James  Atkins,  Miss  Flor- 
ence Blackwell,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Dunham,  Mrs.  P.  T.  Durham, 
Miss  Cora  Earp,  Mrs.  J.  F.  England,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Marr, 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Nicholson,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Mrs.  L.  N. 
Presson,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Thompson  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Weaver. 

Foreign  Representatives:  Mrs.  J.  Ed  Albright,  Mrs. 
L.  W.  Crawford,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hagood,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Harris, 
Mrs.  G.  G.  Harley,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Goodwin,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Houston,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Litaker,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Martin,  Mrs. 
Frank  Martin,  Mrs.  Lucv  H.  Robertson  and  Mrs.  Richard 
Wills. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Robertson  was  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  and  Mrs.  Plato  Durham,  Secretary.  The  report 
of  Unification  from  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society 
was  read  by  ]SIrs.  James  Atkins,  and  upon  motion  the  Com- 
mittee recommended  union.    This  motion  was  submitted  to 
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the  Conference  as  a  whole  and  with  only  one  dissenting 
voice  was  carried,  thus,  as  Miss  Daisy  Davies,  Conference 
visitor,  expressed  it  "bringing  the  missionary  family  into 
one  room  which  had  heretofore  been  occupying  two  rooms 
under  the  same  roof." 

By  this  union  much  duplicative  work  was  eliminated, 
a  closer  relationship  was  brought  about,  the  entire  member- 
ship being  determined  to  step  out  on  broader  lines,  domi- 
nated wholly  by  the  true  missionary  spirit — the  one  aim 
being  to  glorify  God. 

Officers  from  both  Home  and  Foreign  Societies  were 

chosen,  viz: 

President,  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Robertson  of  Greensboro; 
First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  G.  G.  Harley,  Concord;  Second 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Martin,  Greensboro;  Third 
Vice-President,  Miss  Cora  Earp,  Mount  Airy;  Fourth 
Vice-President,  Mrs..  H.  A.  Dunham,  Asheville;  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  (Home  Department),  Mrs.  James  At- 
kins, Waynesville;  Corresponding  Secretary  (Foreign  De- 
partment), Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford,  Greensboro;  Treasurer 
(Home  Department),  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hoke,  Canton;  Treasurer 
(Foreign  Department),  Mrs.  P.  N.  Peacock,  Salisbury; 
Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Plato  Durham,  Winston-Salem; 
Distributor  of  Literature,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Houston,  Concord; 
Superintendent  of  Supplies,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Woltz,  Mount  Airy; 
Editor  and  Press  Superintendent,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Nicholson, 
Charlotte;  Assistant  Press  Superintendent,  Miss  Helen 
Brem,  Charlotte;    Auditor,  Mr.  A.  L.  Smoot,  Salisbury. 

The  years  that  followed  the  union  have  been  wonder- 
ful years  of  splendid  achievements  that  could  not  have  been 
accomplished  but  for  the  loyalty  and  whole-hearted  co- 
operation of  the  women  who  made  up  the  membership. 
Through  this  united  effort  there  has  come  enrichment  in 
spirit  and  vision. 

Advance  has  been  the  watchword  of  our  organization 
and  at  the  anniversary  of  our  fifty  years,  held  in  Salisbury 
in  April  of  this  year  ( 1940)  the  progress  of  our  work  was 
shown  through  the  reports  of  the  Conference  officers  giv- 
ing us  as  the  total  number  of  auxiliaries  at  this  time  492, 
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with  a  membership  of  18,268,  with  2,3S3  of  these  in  the 
130  Young  Women  Circles. 

From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  P.  M.  Peacock 
we  cj^uote:  "The  financial  growth  of  the  work  in  these  fifty 
years  has  been  phenomenal.  From  the  small  amount  of 
$152.70  reported  at  the  organization  meeting  in  1890,  we 
have  this  year  raised  as  a  grand  total  $112,655.90,  and  the 
total  amount  raised  by  the  Conference  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  1890  is  $1,450,005.16." 

Surely  God  has  blessed  our  eft'orts  in  the  great  work 
He  has  committed  to  us.  The  record  of  our  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
is  "signed,  sealed  and  delivered  to  the  archives  of  the  past," 
and  as  we  pass  into  the  new  ISIethodist  Church,  and  become 
the  Conference  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service,  ma}^ 
we  be  lifted  to  higher  mental  and  spiritual  altitudes  from 
w^hich  we  may  catch  a  loftier  and  more  far-reaching  con- 
ception of  the  mission  and  message  of  the  Church.  May 
God  strengthen  and  bless  our  united  Methodism  and  may 
it  grow  and  prosper  through  our  trust  and  dependence  upon 
Him,  our  great  Leader. 

"O  Thou  who  dost  the  vision  send  and  gives  to  each  her 
task 

And  with  the  task  sufficient  strength;    show  us  Thy  will, 
we  ask; 

Give  us  a  conscience  bold  and  good,  give  us  a  purpose 
true. 

That  it  may  be  our  highest  joy  our  Father's  work  to  do." 
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CHAPTER  FIVE 

Juniors  and  Young  People 


An  angel  paused  in  his  upward  flight 
With  a  seed  of  love  and  truth  and  right, 
And  cried,  "O  where  shall  this  seed  be  sown 
That  it  yield  most  fruit  when  fully  grownsP" 
The  Saviour  heard  and  said  as  He  smiled — 
"Plant  it  for  me  in  the  heart  of  a  child." 


"In  the  heart  of  youth  lies  the   destinies   of  the 
Kingdom  of  God." 


Franklin  and  Weaverville  in  "The  Land  of  the  Sky" 
have  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  Children's  Societies 
in  our  Conference  to  be  organized,  and  perhaps  among  the 
very  first  in  Southern  Methodism.  The  Franklin  Society 
was  organized  soon  after  that  of  the  women  and  through 
all  these  years  has  been  active  in  good  \Yorks. 

The  Weaverville  Society  organized  in  1879  was  known 
as  "The  Forget-Me-Nots"  for  a  number  of  years,  and  kept 
the  name  until  the  Conference  adopted  for  the  children  the 
name  of  "Light  Bearers."  This  society  was  organized  by 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Butler  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Kennedy  with  a  member- 
ship of  twelve  and  the  dues  three  cents  per  month.  The  or- 
ganization still  lives  and  ranks  among  the  leading  chil- 
dren's societies  of  the  Conference.  For  more  than  thirty 
years,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Brown,  of  sainted  memory,  was  its  leader. 
Both  the  Franklin  and  Weaverville  societies  were,  at  the 
time  of  their  organization  in  the  Holston  Conference,  of 
which  we  were  then  a  part. 

"Before  January,"  says  the  records,  "there  was  a  Ju- 
venile Society  in  Greensboro  with  fifty  members  and  w^hen 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Black  organized  the  children's  work  in  1882, 
at  the  Conference  in  December  of  that  year,  she  reported 
eighteen  auxiliaries  and  of  that  number  five  were  in  the 
territory  transferred  to  the  Western  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference." In  May  1882,  several  other  bands  were  reported 
by  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass. 

At  the  organization  meeting  of  our  Conference  in  1890, 
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a  number  of  Juvenile  Societies  were  reported  by  Miss 
Amanda  V.  Lee,  tlien  in  cliarge  of  the  work,  and  with  the 
twenty-four  adults  gathered  there  to  effect  an  organization, 
was  a  representative  of  the  Salisbury  Sunday  School  Mis- 
sionary Society,  Master  Theodore  West.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  at  that  meeting  Miss  Lee  gave  the  Shelby  society 
the  honor  of  being  the  banner  society  with  fifty-eight  mem- 
bers and  contributions  of  $73.92.  Of  this  amount  $20.50 
w-as  contributed  by  small  boys  who  had  made  it  trading  and 
placing  their  money  in  their  mite  boxes. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Conference  held  in  Statesville  in 
1892,  the  name  of  "Light  Bearers"  for  the  children  was 
V  adopted  by  the  Conference,  and  the  manner  in  w^hich  this 
name  was  suggested  is  a  bit  of  interesting  history.  Prior 
to  this  time  the  Juvenile  societies  had  been  known  as  "Bright 
Jewels,"  having  retained  the  name  adopted  by  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  but  at  the  1892  meeting,  in  response 
to  a  request  from  Miss  Lee,  several  names  were  suggested 
by  which  our  little  folks  might  be  known,  such  as  "Sun- 
beams"; "Gospel  Light"  and  others,  including  "Light 
Bearers"  suggested  by  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Robertson  and  which 
was  unanimously  adopted.  Mrs.  ivobertson  has  told  us 
how,  through  a  most  pleasing  incident,  the  name  suggested 
itself  to  her.  Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Conference,  the 
Executive  Committee  had  been  in  session  to  forecast  the 
program  and  discuss  any  questions  of  moment  which  might 
come  up  during  the  next  few  days.  As  they  lingered,  it  be- 
gan to  grow  dark,  and  a  young  lad  of  Statesville,  after- 
wards known  as  Prof.  Walter  Thompson,  Superintendent, 
at  one  time,  of  the  Jackson  Training  School,  at  Concord, 
and  of  the  Children's  Home  in  Winston-Salem,  anxious  to 
do  his  bit  for  the  success  of  the  meeting,  came  in,  took  down 
the  oil  lamps  with  which  the  church  was  lighted  in  those 
days,  took  them  out,  polished  them,  filled,  lighted  and 
brought  them  in.  As  he  entered  bringing  his  light  to  dispel 
the  darkness,  one  of  the  company  remarked:  "Here  comes 
the  Light  Bearer."  Mrs.  Robertson  caught  the  significance, 
suggested  the  name  for  the  children  of  the  Western  North 
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Carolina  Conference,  ancil  by  that  name  they  carried  for- 
ward, their  work  for  several  decades. 

In  1894,  Miss  Lee  resigned  as  leader  of  the  depart- 
ment and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Leith  of  Morganton,  took  the  work 
and  for  five  years  gave  the  best  of  her  time,  strength  and 
talents  to  its  advancement,  and  wonderful  growth  was 
noted  during  her  leadership. 


MRS.    J.    K.    RAV 

First  Vice-President  of  Holstoii  Conference  AVoman's   3Iixsiouary   Society, 

Vice-President   of   AVesterii    >'<>rth    Carolina    Conference    for    years 

and    District    Secretary    of    Asheville   District    from    1S!)0-1900 


At  her  resignation,  her  mantle  fell  upon  the  shoulders 
of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Weaver,  loved  and  known  as  ''Mother 
Weaver,"  and  for  ten  years  carried  the  work  on  with  splen- 


did  success.  Mrs.  Weaver  loved  and  worked  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  Church,  but  perhaps,  her  best  work  was 
that  given  to  the  children,  through  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society.  Of  exceptionally  line  traits,  pure  in 
heart,  gentle,  refined,  a  beautiful  Christian  character,  she 
seemed  specially  fitted  to  be  leader  of  the  young  life  of  the 
Church. 

In  1909  INIrs.  G.  G.  Harley  was  chosen  for  the  leader- 
ship and  for  four  years  filled  the  office  most  acceptably. 
She  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Mattie  H.  Stewart  who,  for 
three  years  gave  unstintingly  of  her  time  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  work  of  the  department,  serving  during  the 
first  days  of  the  union  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Depart- 
ments. 

In  1917,  Miss  Amy  Hackney  was  elected  to  the  leader- 
ship of  the  children  of  the  Conference,  and  through  her 
eft'orts  the  work  continued  to  grow  and  the  children  of  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference  held  an  enviable  place 
among  the  childi*en  of  the  other  Conferences  in  Southern 
Methodism, 

After  fifteen  years  of  efficient  service  Miss  Hackney 
gave  the  work  up,  because  of  the  illness  of  her  devoted 
mother,  and  Mrs.  George  Hoyle  was  chosen  as  her  suc- 
cessor continuing  in  office  until  1940. 

Two  years  before  the  election  of  Mrs.  Hoyle,  in  1930, 
as  a  result  of  legislation  of  the  General  Conference,  a  change 
was  made  with  reference  to  the  Children's  work.  At  that 
time  the  old  Epworth  League  organization  voluntarily  with- 
■^'^  drew  from  the  field.  When  the  consolidated  Board  of 
Christian  Education  was  established  the  children's  work 
was  definitely  committed  to  that  board  and  the  women.  To 
the  women  was  especially  committed  the  task  of  the  mis- 
sionary education  of  the  children  of  the  church.  This,  to 
be  carried  on  in  co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  where  it  was  practical,  or  in  a  separate  organi- 
zation directly  under  the  local  auxiliary,  but  whatever  the 
plan,  it  was  the  obligation  of  the  woman's  work  to  see  that 
the  children  were  instructed  in  missionary  information  and 
trained  in  missionary  giving.     As  a  result  of  this  arrange- 
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ment  the  work  among  the  Beginners  of  the  church  was  es- 
pecially stressed.  Quoting  from  Mrs.  Hoyle's  annual  re- 
port in  1932 : 

"World  Friendship  is  the  theme  and  spirit  which 
leads  in  all  of  our  work  with  the  children  and  it  is  becom- 
ing a  vital  experience  in  the  lives  of  our  boys  and  girls. 
Real  contacts  are  being  made  between  our  children  and 
those  of  various  nations  and  classes  by  exchange  of  letters, 
pictures,  scrap  books,  gifts,  games,  songs  and  stories,  and 
in  this  way  friendships  are  formed. 

"Each  quarter  when  a  new  topic  or  field  of  study  is 
taken  up,  an  institution  connected  with  the  study  is  made 
the  project  for  the  quarter  and  at  the  end  of  the  study  there 
is  given  a  special  program  when  the  gifts  accumulated  dur- 
ing the  quarter,  whether  in  money  or  toys,  are  laid  on  the 
altar  of  the  church  and  with  a  prayer  dedicated  before  being 
sent  away.  This  plan  may  have  lessened  the  amount  of 
money  for  the  pledge,  but  it  has  meant  more  to  the  children 
in  training,  both  in  giving  and  in  world  friendship." 

Working  with  and  for  the  children  has  proven  a  worth- 
while task  and  a  wonderful  privilege — a  work  not  only  for 
the  present  but  for  the  future. 

"If  you  would  write  your  words  in  a  book,  if  you  would 
cut  them  on  lead  with  a  stylet  of  iron,  if  you  would  drive 
them  with  chisel  and  mallet  into  the  rock,  if  you  would 
send  them  down  the  ages  and  centuries  and  millenniums, 
aye,  into  eternity,  write  them  upon  the  young  soul." 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

It  has  been  said  of  Miss  Grace  Dodge,  an  American 
religious,  social  and  educational  worker  that  "she  dreamed 
a  dream  and  Columbia  University  came  into  existence." 
It  may  be  said  of  the  good  women  of  Southern  Methodism 
that  they  dreamed  a  dream  of  the  possibilities  of  the  young 
people  of  their  churches,  and  there  came  into  existence  the 
Young  People's  Missionary  Societies. 

From  the  earliest  records  of  our  Conference  we  find 
that  three  societies  existed — Asheville,  Greensboro  and 
Winston-Salem.      Later    Charlotte,    Franklin,    Statesville 
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and  Weaverville  were  added.  At  the  annual  meeting  in 
1894,  for  the  first  time,  the  young  people  had  a  place  on 
the  program  of  the  meeting,  and  in  1901  we  find!  them 
pledging  themselves  to  raise  S7 50.0(3  for  special  work.  In 
Shelby  in   1903,  at  the  annual  meeting,  during  the  hour 


3IRS.    JOHX    R.    BROOKS 

Ret'ordiiis    Secretary  AVoiiiau's    3IJssioiiar5-    Society,  AVestern    Xortli 

Carolina    Conference,    1890-1904 


given  over  to  the  Young  People's  Work,  the  Conference 
Secretary,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford,  explained  a  recent  action 
of  the  Board  urging  the  enlistment,  by  each  Conference  of 
the  young  women  of  the  church,  and  giving  to  them  a  spe- 
cial work.     She  also  reported  the  adoption  of  the  name 
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"Golden  Links"  and  urged  all  societies,  especially  the  new 
ones  enlisting,  to  enlist  under  that  name.  She  spoke  of  the 
course  of  study  that  had  been  arranged,  the  badge  to  be 
prepared,  and  forcibly  impressed  the  possibilities  of  the 
work  through  earnest  prayer  and  zealous  effort. 


MRS.   J.  \V.   ALSPAUGH 

Lons'   time   Treasurer    \\'oiiiaii°s    Foreign    Missionary    Si)cietj', 

AVestern   North    t'arolina   Conferenee 


She  made  the  pleasing  announcement  that  the  Board 
had  entrusted  to  the  young  women  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference,  a  medical  missionary — a  lovely  young 
woman,  Miss  Margaret  Foster,  as  their  very  own  mission- 
ary.   The  name  of  Golden  Links  was  adopted  by  the  Con- 
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ference  and  with  peculiar  interest  and  enthusiasm,  the  young 
people  began  the  work  assigned  to  them — the  support  of 
their  own  missionar}-.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  first 
Young  People's  Society  in  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference,  organized  under  the  new  name,  was  the  Forest 
Hill  Society,  in  Concord,  X.  C.  as  the  "Houston  Golden 
Links""  a  name  by  which  they  were  known  as  long  as  the 
Young  People  were  affiliated  with  our  Conference  work. 

Earlier  records  tell  us  that  on  November  21st,  1879, 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wislon,  President  of  the  North  Carolina 
Woman's  Foreign  ]Missionary  Society,  reported  the  organi- 
^  zation  of  a  Young  Woman's  Society  at  Greensboro  Female 
College  (now  Grensboro  College),  known  as  the  Marvin 
Society — an  auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Society  of  West  Mar- 
ket Street  Church.  In  October  1881,  this  societv  did  merge 
with  the  West  ^Market  Society  and  later  another  society 
was  organized  at  the  college,  as  a  Y.  P.  Society. 

In  1888  the  Young  Ladies'  Society  of  West  Market 
Street  Church,  Greensboro,  was  organized  by  IMrs.  F.  ^.I. 
Bumpass  and  INIrs.  J.  A.  Cunninggim,  with  seventeen  mem- 
bers, whose  purpose  it  was  "to  get  the  young  life  of  the 
Church  to  aid  the  women  and  children  in  sending  the 
gospel  to  those  in  foreign  lands,  on  our  own  borders  and 
among  the  Indians  of  our  own  country,  through  the  agencies 
of  women  missionaries,  teachers,  physicians  and  Bible 
readers." 

Later  this  Society,  after  a  visit  from  Miss  Margaret 
Foster,  was  so  capitivated  with  her  and  so  interested  in  her 
work  that  they  assumed  the  entire  expense  of  her  medical 
training  and  adopted  her  name — The  Margaret  Foster 
Society.  Following  the  death  of  Miss  Foster  the  year  after 
her  adoption  by  this  society,  they  began  earnestly  to  pray 
for  a  missionary  to  take  her  place  and  one  of  its  own  mem- 
bers, Miss  Nina  Troy,  was  called  to  missionary  service  in 
the  foreign  land  and  is  still  the  adopted  missionary  of  the 
West  Market  Street  Society  with  which  the  Margaret  Foster 
merged  several  years  later.  Other  members  of  the  ^Margaret 
Foster  Society  who  volunteered  for  service  were  IMiss 
Blanche  Boyles  (now  ]Mrs.  Sterne)  who  was  for  a  time  a 
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missionary  worker  in  the  home  field,  and  ]Miss  Ola  Calla- 
han, who  has  been  in  missionary  service  in  Mexico  since 
1929. 

Thus  started  the  Young  People's  work  in  our  Con- 
ference but  not  until  1908  was  there  a  special  department 
formed  for  them  and  at  that  time  there  were  thirty  or  more 
organizations  in  the  Conference. 

At  the  Conference  meeting  in  Asheville  in  1908  the 
first  Superintendent  of  Young  People's  work  was  appointed, 
Miss  Nina  Dayvault  of  Concord,  being  chosen  for  this  re- 
sponsible position,  but  serving  only  one  year,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Cole  of  Charlotte  was  chosen  as  her  successor  and  served 
two  years.  Mrs.  L.  H.  ]Martin  of  Greensboro  succeeded 
Mrs.  Cole  and  held  the  office  two  year  (1911-1913 ) ;  Mrs. 
Plato  Durham  (1913-1915),  Mrs.  H.  K.  Bover  (1915- 
1917),  Mrs.  W.  R.  Harris  (1917-1923),  Mrs.  Charles  C. 
Weaver  ( 1923-1926).  Upon  her  election  as  President  ]Mrs. 
Weaver  gave  the  work  into  the  hands  of  ]Mrs.  Hoke  Bul- 
lard  (1926-1929)  who  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  J.  Frank 
Spruill  (1929-1931).  During  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Spruill  in  1930  there  came  the  greatest  change  our  Young 
People's  work  had  ever  experienced.  "For  more  than 
thirty-seven  years  the  devoted  women  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference  had  built  into  the  lives  of  the  youth 
of  this  land  the  principles  of  love  and  service.  In  a  beauti- 
ful way  they  had  led  the  young  people,  always  proud  of  the 
achievements  of  their  sons  and  daughters." 

The  General  Conference  of  1930  adopted  a  program 
for  unifying  all  work  for  the  young  people  of  the  Church 
— a  program  of  Christian  education.  This  new  program 
was  to  retain  all  the  values  which  the  three  former  organi- 
zations— the  Sunday  School,  Epworth  League  and  Young 
People's  Missionary  Society — had  developed.  Yet  the  new 
program  was  more  than  a  mere  combining  of  the  three  as 
sticks  in  a  bundle,  it  was  one  big  program  for  all  young 
people — a  unified  program  serving  real  people  who  live 
unified  lives,  a  program  growing  out  of  the  needs  of  young 
people  themselves."  (From  Report  of  Mrs.  Spruill,  1931- 
1932.)     The  presentation  of  the  Young  People's  work  for 
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1930  was  given  as  a  graduating  exercise  of  the  graduating 
class  of  our  Conference,  and  we  heard  the  salutatorian 
giving  the  history  of  their  work  for  the  years  of  its  existence, 
and  the  valedictorian  expressing  regrets  at  leaving  the  mis- 
sionary society,  but  rejoicing  in  the  opening  for  greater 
service  in  their  new  work. 

The  records  show  wisdom  in  the  creation  of  this  de- 
partment of  our  woman's  work  and  their  success  during  the 
years  is  one  of  which  to  be  proud. 


MUS.   JAMES   ATIvIjVS 

Correspoiidins:    Secretary    of    the    Home    3Iission    Society,    Western    Kortt 

Csiroliua  Conference.  Jit  the  time  of  nnion  in   1912 
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Asheville  District 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Dunham    .  .Home,   1912 
Mrs.  W.   R.  Harris   .Foreign,   1912 

Mrs.  V.  L.   Stone    1913-1933 

Miss    Amy    Hackney    ...1933-1940 
Charlotte  District 

Mrs.    G.    G.    Ray    Home,    1912 

Mrs.   W.   W.    Hagood, 

Foreign.    1912 


Mrs.   W.    W.    Hagood    ...1913-1915 
Miss    Daisy    C'uthbertson, 

1915-1918 
Mrs.    L.    N.    Presson    ....1918-1927 

Mrs.   Roy  S.   Smith    1927-1930 

Mrs.    C.    E.    Wakefield    ..1930-1940 

Elkin   District 

(District  created   in   1930) 

Mrs.    J.   S,    Hiatt    1940 
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Ga.stonia   District 

(SJielby    District    became    the 

Gastouia   District   in   192!>) 

Mrs.    W.    M.    Morris    ..Home,    1912 
Mrs.    B.    T.   Morris,    Foreign,    1912 

Mrs.    R.   E.    Ware    1913-1915 

Mrs.  B.   T.   Morris    1915-1924 

Mrs.  A.  J.   Owen    1924-1932 

Mrs.   Joe  Nixon    1932-1934 

Mrs.    Ivey    Starnes    1934-1936 

Mrs.   Wilbur   Baber    .  .  .  1936--1940 

Greensboro  District 
Mrs.    R.   G.   Rives    ....Home,    1912 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Fordham,  Foreign,  1912 
Mrs.  A.    E.   Fordham    ...1913-1916 

Mrs.    J.    V.    Wilson     1916-1921 

Mrs.   W.   G.    Ballard    1921-1925 

Mrs.    S.    V.    Dawson    ....1925-1929 
Mrs.   A.   L.   Thompson    ..1925-1929 

Mrs.   Lynn   Hunt    1932-1933 

Mrs.    M.    R.    Banner    ....1933-1935 

Mrs.  W.   T.   Powell    1935-1939 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Rives   1940 

Hi^li    Point    District 
(Created   in   1939) 

Mrs.    W.    T.    Powell    1940 

Marion  District 

(itiorganton     District    became 

Marion    District   in    1917) 

Mrs.    M.    B.   Goodwin    ...1912-1924 

Mrs.    J.    F.    Jones    1924-1931 

Mrs.   O.    J.   Moonevham,    1931-1934 
Mrs.   Arthur   Harrill    ...1934-1939 

Mrs.   W.    I.    Pitts    1939-1940 

Miss    Claudia    Harbison    1940 

Mount    Airj-    District 
Miss   Viola    Cooper    ..Home,    1912 
Mrs.    T.    W.    Field,    Foreign,    1912 
Mrs.    B.    J.    Mathews    ...1913-1915 

Mrs.    J.   L.    Woltz    1915-1937 

(District    discontinued    in    1937) 

North    Willtesboro    District 

Mrs.   W.    F.    Trogdon    ...1912-1916 

Mrs.    W.   C.    Coffev    1916-1921 

Mrs.    W.    L.    "Winkler     ..1921-1924 


Mrs.    W.    P.   Horton    ....1924-1925 

Mrs.    Arch    Horton    1925-1926 

Mrs.  Seymour  Taylor  ..1926-1928 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Henderson  ..1928-1929 
(District    discontinued    in    1929) 

Salisbury  District 
Miss  Ida  May  King   ..Home,  1912 
Mrs.  D.   A.   Beaver,    Foreign,    1912 
Mrs.    C.    M.    Bobbitt     ...1913-1916 

Mrs.  J.   F.   Shinn    1916-1923 

Mrs.    W.   W.    Weant    1923-1925 

Mrs.   W.    C.    Houston    ...1925-1927 

Mrs.   Ida  Graham    1927-1928 

Mrs.    J.    N.    Dayvault     ..1928-1930 

Mrs.    Z.    V.    Moss     1930-1940 

Statesville   District 
Mrs.   M.   M.  Courtney,   Home,  1912 
Mrs.   D.  J.   Kimball,   Foreign,   1912 

Mrs.    D.   J.    Kimball    1913-1916 

Mrs.   G.  A.   Warlick    1916-1923 

Mrs.    G.    M.    Foard    1923-1928 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Abernethy    ..1928-1937 

Mrs.   J.   W.   Mann    1937-1938 

Mrs.   T.   V.   Goode    1938-1940 

"WajTiesville   District 
Mrs.   M.   J.   Branner   ..Home,   1912 
Mrs.   M.    F.   Moores,   Foreign,    1912 

Mrs.    A.    E.    Brown     1913-1915 

Mrs.   M.   D.   Cowan    1915-1923 

Mrs.  J.  Dale  Stentz  ...1923-1927 
Mrs.  George  L.   Hampton, 

1927-1935 
Mrs.   F.    E.   Branson    ....1935-1940 
Winston-Salem  District 

Mrs.  Duke  Hay    Home,   1912 

Mrs.  Frank  Martin,  Foreign,  1912 
Miss  Maude  Bohannon,  1913-1914 
Miss  Sallie  Nading  ...1914-1915 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Courtney  ..1915-1916 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Norfleet  ....1916-1918 
Mrs.   T.   B.  Apperson    ...1918-1921 

Mrs.   D.   L.    Simpson 1921-1927 

Mrs.    H.    E.    Smith    1927-1928 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Watkins  ...1928-1929 
Mrs.   J.    G.    Sterling    1929-1940 
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CHAPTER  NINE 

Our  Missionaries  and  Deaconesses 

"/  sent  them  forth  from  my  kingdom 
As  torches  to  light  the  world, 
And  each  one  carried  a  message, 
•  In  each  was  my  purpose  furled." 


One  of  the  greatest  and  most  valued  assets  of  the  West- 
ern North  Carolina  Conference  is  her  band  of  representa- 
tives who  as  deaconesses  and  missionaries  are  giving  faith- 
ful, loyal,  unselfish  service  to  the  missionary  cause — for  the 
salvation  and  redemption  of  humanity. 

Our  Conference  is  proud,  and  justly  so,  of  these 
workers,  for  each  of  them  has  made  a  most  gratifying 
record  in  her  chosen  field  of  service. 

North  Carolina  women  say  that  the  spirit  of  missions 
was  born  among  the  women  of  that  Conference  in  the  old 
Greensboro  Female  College  in  1859,  when  Ellen  Morphis, 
a  graduate  of  the  college,  married  Rev.  M.  L.  Wood  and 
with  him  sailed  for  China  with  Dr.  Young  J.  i\llen, 
December   17th,    1859. 

It  took  them  seven  months  to  make  the  voyage,  one 
hundred  andi  fifty  days  of  which  were  out  of  sight  of  land. 
Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cunninggim  and  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass, 
pioneers  in  the  woman's  work,  claimed  to  have  received 
their  inspiration  for  missions  from  this  event,  which  to  them 
was  so  significant. 

— From  "Women  and  the  Kingdom." 

OUR  FIRST  MISSIONARY 

In  Salisbury  in  1902,  twelve  years  after  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  a  most 
impressive  scene,  one  fraught  with  intense  interest  and  that 
will  abide  for  ever  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  participated 
in  it,  was  the  presentation  of  Miss  Blanche  Howell  of  Mor- 
ganton  as  our  first  missionary — the  very  first  to  go  as  her 
Conference  representative  to  the  foreign  field.  An  earnest 
prayer  by  Mrs.  John  R.   Brooks,  commended  her  to  the 
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care  of  her  Heavenly  Father  in  her  work  in  Brazil.  The 
moral  sublimity  of  the  scene  made  a  deep  and  abiding  im- 
pression, and  could  but  result  in  the  quickening  of  mis- 
sionary interest  in  the  Conference.  Miss  Howell  did  a  most 
gratifying  work  in  Brazil  for  a  number  of  years.  She  is 
now  Mrs.  Frank  Tripp  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

OTHER  MISSIONARIES 

Others  who  have  gone  from  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Conference  and  are  now  in  active  service  are:  Miss 
Leila  Tuttle  of  Lenoir,  N.  C.  (China);  Miss  Nina  Troy, 
Greensboro,  N.  C.  (China);  Miss  Kate  Hackney,  Ashe- 
ville,  N.  C.  (China)  ;  Miss  Ethel  Bost,  Huntersville,  N.  C. 
(China);  Miss  Louise  Avett,  Norwood,  N.  C.  (China); 
Miss  Lorena  Kelly,  Mooresville,  N.  C.  (Africa) ;  Miss 
Mabel  Cherry,  Newton,  N.  C.  (Korea);  Miss  Blanche 
Hauser,  Tobaccoville,  N.  C.  (Korea);  Miss  Pearl  Hall, 
Charlotte,  N.  C.  (Mexico);  Miss  Ola  Callahan,  Greens- 
boro, N.  C.  (Korea). 

Those  formerly  serving  as  missionaries  but  now  in- 
active: Miss  Frances  Burkhead,  Lexington,  N.  C;  Miss 
Terrie  Etta  Buttrick,  Asheville,  N.  C;  Miss  Octavia  Clegg 
(married),  Greensboro,  N.  C;  Miss  Blanche  Howell  (mar- 
ried), Morganton,  N.  C. ;  Dr.  Louise  Ingersoll,  Asheville, 
N.  C;  Miss  Mabel  Jetton,  Washington,  D.  C;  Miss 
Naomi  Howie,  Thomasville,  N.  C. ;  Miss  Olive  Lee  Smith, 
Reidsville,  N.  C;  Miss  Mary  Taylor  Myers  (married), 
Lenoir,  N.  C.  and  Mrs.  Grace  McCubbins  Ross,  Salis- 
bury, N.  C. 

OUR  HOME  MISSSION  WORKERS 

Miss   Bessie   Allen   of   Hendersonville   was   the   first 
Deaconess  to  go  out  from  our  Conference  in  1909  and  after 
^    years  of  faithful,  loyal  service  is  now  at  her  home  in  Hen- 
dersonville, N.  C. 

Others  answering  the  call  to  service  in  the  home  land 
still  active  in  the  work  are  Miss  Fannie  Bame,  Bethlehem 
House,  Birmingham,  Ala. ;  Miss  Berta  Ellison,  Bethlehem 
House,  Spartanburg,  S.  C.  and  Miss  Pauline  Smith,  Wesley 
House,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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Inactive:  Miss  Edith  Ader,  Weaverville,  N.  C;  Miss 
Bessie  Allen,  Hendersonville,  N.  C. ;  Miss  Dora  Hoover, 
Newton,  N.  C. ;  Miss  Frankie  Miller,  Lake  Toxaway, 
N.  C. 

What  an  inspiration  to  us  are  the  lives  of  these  godly, 
consecrated  young  women — our  representatives  in  the  home 
and  foreign  lands.  May  we  be  more  loyal  because  of  their 
loyalty,  more  faithful  because  of  their  fidelity;  and  more 
consecrated  because  of  their  deep  and  abiding  faith  in  Him 
who  has  said,  "Go  ye." 


.     >IRS.    T.    F.    MARR 
BecorrtiuK    Secretary   and   Presuieut   of   Home   Mission    Society,   holding 
office  of  President  at  time  of  nnion   in   1312 
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CHAPTER  TEN 

The  Belle  Harris  Bennett  Memorial 


MRS.  MARY  TROTTER  PEACOCK 

It  was  at  the  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council,  in  1923,  that  it  was  decided  that  the  Woman's 
INIissionary  Society  should  build  a  fitting  memorial  to  its 
former  leader,  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett.  At  that  time  a  mar- 
velous tribute  was  paid  to  Miss  Bennett  by  Mrs.  F.  F. 
Stephens,  President  of  the  Council,  who  in  the  following 
lines  portrayed  the  spirit  which  had  animated  Miss  Ben- 
nett throughout  a  life  of  noble  service: 

''Make  me  a  torch  to  be  for  feet  that  grope 

Down  Truth's  dim  trail;    to  bear  for  wistful  eyes 
Comfort  of  Light ;    to  bid  a  great  beacon  blaze, 
And  kindle  altar  fire  of  sacrifice." 

The  IMemorial  decided  upon  was  a  building  at  Scar- 
ritt  College,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  the  amount  set  for 
^  the  women  of  Southern  Methodism  to  raise  for  this  pur- 
pose was  a  half  million  dollars.  Each  Conference  made  a 
pledge.  At  the  1923  annual  meeting  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference,  held  in  Monroe,  $10,000.00  was 
pledged,  to  be  raised  in  three  years.  This  was  not  as  much 
as  some  other  Conferences  were  pledging,  but  our  faith 
was  weak,  and  we  thought,  that  with  the  normal  increase 
in  our  budget  from  year  to  year  we  could  not  do  more. 

The  first  money  came  in  with  the  second  c^uarter  re- 
port and  amounted  to  $175.60.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  for 
three  years  every  District  Secretary  lent  herself  untiringly 
to  the  completion  of  the  fund,  and  at  the  close  of  1925  our 
full  pledge  of  $10,000.00  had  been  paid. 

However,  another  year  had  been  granted  to  work  on 
the  Memorial  Fund.  A  new  enthusiasm  swept  over  the 
Church.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hagood  of  Charlotte,  was  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Memorial  Committee.  Her  "Book  of 
Remembrance"  poster  was  a  thing  of  beauty  and  of  joy. 
Many  societies  tried  for  the  goal  of  $5.00  per  member,  in 
order  to  be  enrolled  in  the  beautiful   "Book  of  Remem- 
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brance,"  at  Nashville.  May  I  say  here  that  the  book  itself 
was  given  by  our  Conference  through  the  generosity  of 
a  member  of  Centenary  Church  in  Winston-Salem.  It  is 
with  peculiar  pride  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
views  this  book. 

A  splendid  bronze  tablet  was  to  be  placed  on  the  wall 
of  the  Memorial  building,  having  engraved  upon  it  the 
names  of  those  Conferences  which  had  paid  a  C{Uota  of 
$5.00  per  capita  on  their  1923  membership  when  the  cam- 
paign began.  Should  the  name  of  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Conference  be  left  off  this  tablet?  Never!  Our  fight- 
ing spirit  was  aroused.  An  added  incentive  was  given  the 
plan  to  place  on  a  Roll  of  Honor  the  name  of  any  person 
for  whom  a  gift  of  $100.00  was  made.  Many  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  to  enroll  the  names  of  loved  ones  gone  be- 
fore, or  of  these  still  with  us  whom  they  delighted  to  honor. 
Four  Conference  officers  with  long  terms  of  service  were  so 
honored  by  the  Conference  itself,  namely: 

Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Robertson,  President;  Mrs.  Philip  N. 
Peacock,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  W.  R.  Harris,  Secretary  and 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Hagood,  Vice-President. 

With  the  close  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1926,  the  op- 
portunity ended  for  auxiliaries  to  be  enrolled  in  the  "Book 
of  Remembrance."  84  Adult  Auxiliaries  had  achieved 
this  distinction,  and  9  Young  People's  Societies.  64  indi- 
viduals had  been  placed  on  the  Roll  of  Honor.  The  Con- 
ference went  on  the  bronze  tablet  with  a  total  payment  to 
the  Memorial  Fund  of  $28,703.00.  It  is  one  of  eighteen. 
How  happy  we  are  that  our  name  is  on  the  list!  The  roll 
of  Honor  is  not  closed  but  will  be  kept  open  ''forever-more" 
for  the  reception  of  name.  Since  the  close  of  the  campaign 
we  have  added  other  names. 

In  the  final  count  the  women  of  Southern  Methodism 
had  raised  not  only  the  half  million  asked  for,  but  an  addi- 
tional $139,000.00.  The  Memorial  building  was  erected 
and  no  more  beautiful  place  can  be  found  in  Nashville. 
Our  hearts  are  thrilled  with  thanksgiving  to  God  for 
what  He  has  wrought  through  the  efforts  of  his  frail  fol- 
lowers.    "O  thou  of  little  faith  why  didst  thou  doubt?" 
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CHAPTER  ELEVEN 

Auxiliaries  of  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference 

Enrolled  on  Book  of  Remembrance 
Individuals  on  Roll  of  Honor 


Auxiliaries  Individuals 

ASHEVILLE  DISTRICT 

Mrs.   Eva  Furinan  Brown 

Bethel ]Mrs.  Harriet  Johnson  Franklin 

Biltmore ^Master  Jimmie  Franklin 

Brevard    Dr.   William  J.   Hunnicutt 

Central  (Asheville)    Miss  Nannie  Alexander 

Crestnut  Street  (Asheville) Mr.  H.  A.  Dunham 

Haywcod  Street  (Asheville) ]Mrs.  H.  A.  Dunham 

Mount  Pleasant ^Irs.  ]SIargaret  Milliard 

Oak  Hill Mrs.  H.  L.  King 

Weaverville ]Mrs.  W.  R.  Harris 

West  Asheville Mrs.  V.  L.  Stone 

Mrs.   Fitch  Taylor 

CHARLOTTE  DISTRICT 

Belmont    Park     

Brevard  Street ]Mrs.  John  A.  Earnhardt 

Dilworth    Miss   Sallie   Behune 

Duckworth  Memorial Mrs.  W.  W.  Hagood 

Florence  Weaver  (ISIonroe) ^Irs.  L.  N.  Presson 

Hawthorne  Lane ^Slrs.  J.  S.  Spencer 

Central  (Monroe) Mrs.  Kate  Watson  Thomas 

Trinity ]Mrs.  Florence  Stacy  Weaver 

Tryon    Street    

Wadesboro 

Monroe  Young  People 

GREENSBORO  DISTRICT 

Daisy  Davies  (High  Point) ^Nlrs.  Lucy  H.  Robertson 

Gibsonville Aliss  Daisv  Davies 

Holt's  Chapel Mrs.  F.  H.'  E.  Ross 

Main  Street  (Reidsville)    Mrs.  Miles  Osborne  Sherrill 

Margaret  Foster  (Greensboro)    .  .Mrs.  Eugene  Edwards  Watlington 

Muir's  Chapel ^Irs.  Delavolette  Alderman  Ireland 

Park  Place   (Greensboro)    !Miss  Mary  Earnhardt  Plyler 

Pleasant  Garden INIrs.   Annie  Pullen  Crawford 

South  Main  Street  (High  Point) Mrs.  Blanche  Carr  Sterne 

West  ^Market  Street ^Nlrs.  Susanna  Woods  Boyles 
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Wesley  Memorial :\Irs.  Rachel  Fentriss  Erwin 

Mount  Carmel Mrs.  Annie  Juanita  Barber 

Mrs.  Cora  Quate  Hinkle 

MARION  DISTRICT 

Bald   Creek    

Burnsville     

Cliffside 

Forest  City Miss  Kate  Hackney 

^Jarion Mrs.  M.  B.  Goodwin 

IMorganton :\Irs.  Virginia  Claywell  Hogan 

Pleasant  Grove Mrs.  J.  F.  Jonas 

Rutherfordton      

Spindale     

Forest  City  Young  People 

Marion  Golden  Links  (Y.  P.)    

MOUNT  AIRY  DISTRICT 

Boonville 

Elkin     

Madison     

Central  (Mt.  Airy) 

NORTH  WILKESBORO   DISTRICT 
West  Jefferson    

SALISBURY  DISTRICT 

Albemarle ^Irs.   Caroline  Foard  Chunn 

Central  (Concord)    jNIrs.  A.  A.  King 

Epworth ]\Irs.  P.  N.  Peacock 

Mt.  Pleasant j\Irs.  Anna  Branson  Thomas 

New  London ]Mrs.  Nina  Adams  Houston 

First  Church  (Salisbury) ^Nlrs.  Marian  Winslow  Coltrane 

Grace  McCubbins  (Salisbury)    

SHELBY  DISTRICT 

Bessemer   City    

Cherryville Mrs.  Elizabeth  Widby 

West  End  (Gastonia) Mrs.  Robbie  Gay  Mock 

Stanley    

STATESVILLE  DISTRICT 

Granite  Falls 

Hickory    (First  Church)     

Hudson Louise  Parks  Sloan 

Lenoir Mrs.  Elbert  L.  Sherrill 
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Newton    

Broad  Street    (Statesville)    

Race  Street   (Statesville)    

WAYNESVILLE  DISTRICT 

Andrews    

Bryson  City 

Bethel 

Canton Mrs.  J.  Dale  Stentz 

Anna  L.  Secrest  (Canton)    Mrs.  Emily  Allen  Siler 

Clyde Mrs.  Mary  I.  Siler 

Cullowhee Rev.  W.  P.  Fincher 

Long's  Chapel    

Murphy      

Shady  Grove    

Sylva     

Wa}'nesville    

WINSTON-SALEM  DISTRICT 

Arcadia    

Eurkhead ]Mrs.  J.  W.  Alspaugh 

Centenary ]Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Benton 

Florence  Blackwell  (Centenary)    Mrs.  L.  C.  Eury 

Laura  Haygood  (West  End)    .  .  Mrs.  Lina  Dillard  Joyner  Thompson 

Lexington Mrs.  J.  H.  Weaver 

Linwood Mrs.  Olivia  Snipes  Womble 

Thomasville Miss  Florence  Blackwell 

West  End Miss  Blanche  Hauser 

Blanche  Hauser  (Burkhead  Y.  P.) Mrs.  Bess  Gray  Plumly 

Co-operative  Circle  (Centenary  Y.  P.) Mrs.  Dora  L.  Simpson 

Frances  Burkhead  (Centenary  Y.  P.) Mrs.  C.  C.  Weaver 

Walkertown  (Y.  P.) jNIrs.  N.  S.  Wilson 

West  End-Belle  Bennett  (Y.  P.) Mrs.  Aurelia  Bowman  Gray 

West  End  Young  People 
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CHAPTER  TWELVE 

Life  Members 


WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

ASHEVILLE  DISTRICT 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Ray Adult 

Miss  Ethel  Ray Adult 

Miss  Ethel  Wilson   (:Mi-s.  Mathes)    Adult 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Cathey Adult 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Harley Adult 

Miss   Nannie   Alexander    Adult 

Mrs.  W.  N.  Hackney Adult 

1927 — Melvin  C.  Pressley,  Azalea Junior 

1930 — Mrs.  H.  A.  Dunham,  Haywood  Street Adult 

(Given  by  District  Secretaries) 

Miss  Amy  Hackney,  Hillside  Street Junior 

(Given  by  the  Children's  Societies) 

Mrs.  V.  L.  Stone,  Central Adult 

(Given  by  Asheville  District) 

1934— Mrs.  A.  E.  Huffman,  Central Adult 

Mrs.  Olin  Auld,  Central Adult 

Miss  Annie  Reynolds x\dult 

1938 — Mrs.  Myrtle  Detwiler  Sales,  Fletcher    Adult 

1939 — Mrs.  W.  G.  MacFarland,  Haywood  Street Adult 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Bates,  Hillside  Street Adult 

Mrs.  May  Porter  ISIartin,  West  Asheville x\dult 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Reagan,  Weaverville Adult 

'     Mrs.  C.  S.  Brown,  Central Adult 

Barbara  Jean  Pollitt,  Central Baby 

Elisabeth'  Johnson  Best,  Central Baby 

HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBER 
1939_Mrs.   W.  R.   Harris,   Central 
(Given  by  the  Conference) 

MEMORIAL  ROLL 

1932— :Mrs.  W.  N.  Hackney,  Asheville Adult 

1933 — Esther  Lou  Woods,  Weaverville Junior 

1934_Mrs.  V.  L.  Stone,  Asheville Adult 

1937_Mrs.  J.  R.  Duncan Adult 

1939 — ]\irs.  Mamie  Spears  Reynolds,  Asheville Adult 

CHARLOTTE  DISTRICT 

1902 — (September)   One  Adult 

(December)    One  Adult 
1931 — (March)   One  Adult,  Harrison  Auxiliary 

(March)   One  Baby,  Harrison  Auxiliary 


Mrs.  C.  E.  Wakefield,  Dilworth Adult 

(Given  by  the  District) 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Cunningham,  Harrison Adult 

Mrs.  L.  N.  Presson,  Monroe Adult 

(December)      One  Adult,  Thrift 

1932— Mrs.  C.  C.  Kennedy,  First  Church Adult 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Cave,  Dilworth Adult 

Mrs.  Atha  Redfearn  Stevens,  Monroe Adult 

Mrs.  Mattie  H.  Stewart,  First  Church Adult 

Billy  Bean,  Harrison  Auxiliary Primary 

1933 — Thomas  Robinson,   Harrison  Auxiliary Primary 

1934 — James  Donald  Kerr,  Harrison  Auxiliary Baby 

Mrs.  W.  N.  Jeans,  Wadesboro Adult 

1935 — Mrs.  Wade  Johnson,  Calvary Adult 

Mrs.  Bright  Ogburn  Hoyle,  First  Church x\dult 

1936 — Mrs.   Estelle  Strange,   Calvary Adult 

1937— Mrs.  H.  V.  Johnson,  Dilworth Adult 

Mrs.  Edwin  L.  Jones,  Dilworth Adult 

Mrs.  Mary  Anderson  Allen,  First  Church Adult 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Robinson,  Harrison  Auxiliary Adult 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Graveley,  ^lonroe Adult 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Niven,  Waxhaw,  N.  C Adult 

Mrs.  N.  S.  Ogburn,  Monroe Adult 

1938— Mrs.  M.  L.  Black,  Dilworth Adult 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Jones,  Dilworth Adult 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Short,  Dilworth Adult 

Mrs.  Jennings  Kerr,  Dilworth Adult 

Mary  Sue  Short,  Dilworth Baby 

Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Weam,  First  Church Adult 

Mrs.  William  Bennett,  Hawthorne  Lane Adult 

Sallie  Gossett  Dalton,  Myers  Park Baby 

1939— :Mrs.  Richard  L.  Ownbey,  Myers  Park Adult 

Mrs.  J.  L.  McCready,  Calvar}' Adult 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Holmes,  Dilworth Adult 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Harmon,  Dilworth Adult 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Core,  Dilworth Adult 

Mrs.  John  C.  Kilgo,  Hawthorne  Lane Adult 

HONORARY  LIFE  PATRON 
1940— Mrs.  C.  C.  Weaver 

HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERS 
1937— Mrs.  W.  W.  Hagood,  Charlotte 

(Given  by  the  Conference) 
1939— Mrs.  C.  C.  Weaver,  Charlotte 

(Given  by  the  Conference) 
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MEMORIAL  ROLL 

1935 — Mrs.  Fannie  Robinson,  Harrison  Auxiliary Adult 

1936 — Mrs.  E.  W.  Russell,  Harrison  Auxiliary Adult 

1937— Mrs.  J.  E.  Brantley,  First  Church Adult 

ELKIN  DISTRICT 

1938 — Mrs.  T.  H.  Redmon,  Farmington Adult 

(Given  by  Winston-Salem  District) 

1938— Mrs.  H.  C.  Freeman,  Nebo Adult 

(Given  by  Farmington  Society) 

Mrs.  Sophy  Clement  Trundle,  Mocksville Adult 

Mrs.  Florence  Clement  Gaither,  Mocksville Adult 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Smoot,  North  Wilkesboro Adult 

Mrs.  Minnie  Hunt,  North  Wilkesboro Adult 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Horton,  North  Wilkesboro Adult 

GASTONIA  DISTRICT 

1931 — Mrs.  B.  T.  Morris,  Main  Street,  Gastonia Adult 

Mrs.  George  A.  Hoyle,  Shelby  Central Adult 

Robert  Bruce  Martin,  Bostoc Baby 

1932 — Barbara  Jean  Williams,  Goodsonville Baby 

1933 — Mrs.  Marshall  Dilling,  Gastonia Adult 

1934 — Mrs.  Joe  R.  Nixon,  Lincolnton Adult 

1936 — Gladys  Edwina  Houser,  Cherryville Baby 

Mary  Louise  Harbison,  Shelby  Central Baby 

Mrs.  Clyde  Hoey,  Shelby  Central Adult 

1937 — Mrs.  A.  P.  Richie,  Trinity,  Gastonia Adult 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Baber,  Shelby  Central Adult 

(Given  by  the  District) 

'    Mrs.  J.  W.  Harbison,  Shelby  Central Adult 

Mrs.  J.  Talmage  Gardner,  Shelby  Central Adult 

Francis  Dixon,  Kadesh Baby 

1938— Mrs.   y.  K.  Dixon,  Main  Street,  Gastonia Adult 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Young,  Shelby  Central Adult 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Abernathy,  Shelby  Central Adult 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Sherrill,  Shelby  Central Adult 

1939— Mrs.  L.  E.  Stacey,  Fallston Adult 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Price,  LaFayette  Street,  Shelby Adult 

Jo  Allen  Lutz,  Kadesh Baby 

MEMORIAL  ROLL 
1936 — Mrs.  Ivey  Starnes,  Lincolnton    Adult 

GREENSBORO  DISTRICT 

1910— One  Adult,  West  Market Adult 

1912 — Three  Junior,  West  Market Juniors 

One  Baby,  West  Market Baby 
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1918— One  Baby,  West  Market Baby 

1919 — One  Baby,  Wesley  Memorial,  High  Point Baby 

1920— Two  Babies,  West  Market Baby 

1921— One  Baby,  West  Market Baby 

1922— One  Baby,  West  Market Baby 

1923— One  Baby,  West  Market Baby 

1924 — One  Baby,  Reidsville Baby 

1927— Rev.  J.  W.  Clegg,  College  Place Adult 

1931 — Mrs.  J.  E.  Kirkman,  Wesley  Memorial,  High  Point   .  .Adult 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Isler,  West  Market Adult 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Thompson,  West  Market Adult 

Mrs.  John  C.  Hunt,  College  Place Adult 

1932— Mrs.  J.   E.  Albright,  Park  Place Adult 

1933 — Mary  Charlotte  Hunt,  Muir's  Chapel Baby 

1935 — Miss  Josie  Mendenhall,  Trinity Adult 

Miss  Mattie  Elliott,  West  Market Adult 

Miss  Barbara  Story,  West  Market Adult 

1936 — ]Mrs.  Forest  Murray,  Wesley  Memorial,  High  Point   .  .Adult 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Branner,  West  Market Adult 

Alvia  Kay  Banner,  W'est  ^Market Baby 

Carolyn  Deane  Boone,  Bessemer Baby 

1937 — Mrs.  Catherine  Prince,  College  Place Adult 

Mrs.  H.  W.  McCain,  Wesley  Memorial,  High  Point   .  .  Adult 

Mrs.  Chas.  P.  Boren,  INIuir's  Chapel Adult 

]Mrs.  R.  R.  Alley,  West  Market Adult 

1937— Mrs.  C.  H.  Ireland,  West  Market Adult 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Whitsett,  West  Market Adult 

Miss  Susan  Gregory,  West  Market Adult 

1938— One  Adult,  Reidsville Adult 

Mrs.  Mary  Moose,  College  Park Adult 

Miss  Rose  Sutherhmd,  Wesley  Mem.,  High  Point    .  .  .Adult 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Powell,  Wesley  Memorial,  High  Point  ....  Adult 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Woosley,  High  Point Adult 

Mrs.  Marvin  H.  Boyles,  West  Market Adult 

1939— Mrs.  W.  B.  Hunt,  Sr.,  Pleasant  Garden Adult 

Miss  Nina  W.  Troy,  West  Market Adult 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Somerville,  Mount  Airy  Central Adult 

Mrs.   E.   D.   Watt,  Reidsville Adult 

1940 — Bettv  Carr  Glass,  Reidsville Baby 

Mrs'  J.  S.  Turner,  Reidsville Adult 

MEMORIAL  ROLL 

1935_Mrs.  J.  H.  Thomas,  Bethlehem Adult 

1938 — Mrs.  Mary  Thomas  Moring,  Asheboro Adult 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Price,  Stoneville Adult 

MARION  DISTRICT 

1931 — Mrs.  J.  F.  Jones,  Marion Adult 

1936— Mrs.  C.  F.   James,  Glen  Alpine Adult 
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1938— Mrs.  H.  C.  Freeman,  Nebo Adult 

(Listed  also  on  Salisbury  District,  as  it  was  given  her 
while  at  Farniington) 

1939 — Mrs.  Arthur  Harrill,  Rutherfordton    Adult 

(Given  by  the  District) 

Elizabeth  Frank  Smathers,  Rutherfordton Baby 

1940 — Doris  Duncan  Edwards,  Cliffside Baby 

MEMORIAL  ROLL 
1939— Mrs.  J.  F.  Jonas,  Marion Adult 

MOUNT  AIRY  DISTRICT 

1930— ]\Irs.  R.  P.  Ray,  Leaksville Adult 

:Mrs.  J.  L.  Wol'tz,  :Mount  Airy  Central Adult 

(Given  bv  the  District) 

1931— Mrs.  W. 'h.  Terrell,  North  Wilkesboro Adult 

1932— Mrs.  J.  H.  Lane,  Leaksville Adult 

1933 — Mrs.  D.  Vance  Price,  Mount  Airy  Central Adult 

1934 — Mrs.  Alinnie  Hunt,  North  Wilkesboro Adult 

1936 — Sue  Folger,  Dobson Baby 

Betty  Ann  Mitchell,  Sparta Baby 

^Marvin  Leonard  Ellis,  Yadkinville Baby 

Frank  Milton  Ellis,  Yadkinville Baby 

SALISBURY  DISTRICT 

1902— :Mrs.  M.  C.  Rufty,  First  Church Adult 

1910— Mrs.  T.  S.  Boylan,  First  Church Adult 

1912 — One  Child  (Lexington,  then  in  Salisbury  District)    .  .Junior 

1919 — ]SIrs.  Carrie  Barringer,  Coburn  Memorial Adult 

1925— Mrs.  T.  R.  Garner,  First  Church Adult 

1926— Capt.  D.  A.  Beaver,  First  Church Adult 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Lazenby,  First  Church Adult 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Bostian,  First  Church Adult 

1930— Mrs.  P.  N.  Peacock,  First  Church Adult 

(Given  by  the  District) 
1931— Mrs.  N.  C.  Hoffner,  Park  Avenue Adult 

One  Adult,  Central  Albemarle xA.dult 

1936 — :Mrs.  Z.  V.  Moss,  Central  Albemarle Adult 

(Given  by  the  District) 
1937— Mrs.  \Vaiter  J.  Miller,  Forest  Hill Adult 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Allen,  New  London Adult 

George  Henry  Clay  Shutt,  3rd,  Advance Baby 

1938 — Miss  Louise  Avett,  Norwood Adult 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Freeman,  Farmington    Adult 

Mrs.  Lilly  Staton  Shankle,  Albemarle  Central Adult 

1939— Mrs.  W.  T.  Huckabee,  Albemarle Adult 

]Mrs.  R.  W.  Ivey,  New  London Adult 
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Mrs.  James  Nelson  Dayvault,  China  Grove Adult 

Mrs.'  Mattie  Chaney,  Epworth,  Concord .-.  .  .Adult 

Mrs.  J.  d.  Maynard  (First  Church),  Salisbury   .  .  ■.  \  .Adult 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Shinn,  Norwood Adult 

1940— Miss  Mabel  Clierry,'  First  Church .Adult 

Sarah  Craig  Tull,  First  Church Baby 

Mrs.  Eliza  Linker,  Forest  Hill Adult 

:Mrs.  Ellen  Allred,  Forest  Hill Adult 

:Mrs.  R.  L.  Burrage,  Forest  Hill Adult 

Mrs.   T.  C.  Fink,  Forest  Hill Adult 

_  Mr.  J.  C.  Fink,  Forest  Hill Adult 

Mrs.'  Susan  Mabery,  Forest  Hill Adult 

Mrs.'  Lou  Swaingen,  Forest  Hill Adult 

IMrs.  Simpson,  Forest  Hill Adult 

^Irs.  Jennie  Nails,  Spencer .  .Adult 

]Mrs.  Joseph  Chevier,  Spencer Adult 

Mrs.  Julia  Thornton,  Spencer Adult 

'    Mrs.  A.  W.  Hicks,  Spencer Adult 

Mrs.  C.  ]M.  Bobbitt,  Spencer ,  .  .  Adult 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Coltrane,  Central,  Concord Adult 

Mrs.  A^*.  F.  Goodman,  Central,  Concord .  .Adult 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Dayvault,  Central,  Concord Adult 

]\Irs.  J.  E.  Smoot,  Central,  Concord Adult 

Mrs.  W.  J.   Glass,   Central,   Concord    Adult 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Brower,  Central,  Concord Adult 

Mrs.  Fannie  Bynum,  Central,  Concord Adult 

Mrs.  J.  B.   Sherrill,  Central,  Concord Adult 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Hartsell,  Central,  Concord Adult 

Miss  Josie  Hill,  Central,  Concord    Adult 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Houston,  Central,  Concord Adult 

Dr.  W.  C.  Houston,  Central,  Concord Adult 

HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBER 

1938— Mrs.  P.  N.  Peacock,  First  Church,  Salisbury Adult 

(Given  by  the   Conference) 

Mrs.  ^^^  C.  Houston,  Concord,  N.  C. 

MEMORL\L  ROLL 
1938— Mrs.  D.  A.  Beaver,  First  Church,  Salisbury 

STATESVILLE  DISTRICT 

1903— Mrs.  J.  B.  Atkinson.  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Wilson,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Ivey,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  Nollev,  Lenoir Adult 

1905— Mrs.  C.  C'  Thompson,  Lenoir Adult 

jNIrs.  M.  M.  Courtney,  Lenoir Adult 
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Mrs.  J.  L.  Nelson,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Henry,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Bower,  Lenoir Adult 

1904— Mrs.  G.  M.  Goforth,  Lenoir Adult 

1906— Hrs.  A.  H.  Todd,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  Mrs.  Gwyn,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Wilson,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Martin,  Lenoir Adult 

1907 — Mrs.  Isaac  Austin,  Lenoir Adult 

1909— Mrs.  J.  F.  England,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  Susie  Fuller,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  Ira  Erwin,  Lenoir Adult 

1931 — Mrs.  A.  D.  Abernethy,  Granite  Falls Adult 

(Given  by  the  District) 

1932— Mrs.  J.  W.  Shuford,  Hickory Adult 

1936 — Elizabeth  Sykes,  Race  Street,  Statesville Baby 

Margaret  Ann  Sherrill,  Lenoir Baby 

1937 — Mrs.  Ebenezer  Myers,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Earnhardt,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Stimpson,  Lenoir Adult 

Mrs.  Emma  Ivey  Foard,  Statesville Adult 

Ann  Purrington  Nelson,  Lenoir Baby 

Ruth  Crisp  Nelson,  Lenoir Baby 

Mary  Adelia  Nelson,  Lenoir Baby 

1937— Hrs.  T.  P.  Bonner,  Hickory Adult 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Abernethy,  Hickory Adult 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Starnes,  Hickory Adult 

Mrs.    T-   H.   Armbrust,   Hickory    Adult 

Mrs.   G.   F.   Ivey,  Hickory Adult 

'    Geraldine  Fuller,  Hickory Baby 

Patricia  Lee  Robinson,   Hudson    Baby 

One  Adult  mailed  to  Mrs.  H.  W.  Courtney,  Lenoir  .  .  .  Adult 

193S— One  AduU,  Broad  Street,  Statesville Adult 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Warlick,  Newton Adult 

Nancy  Rebecca  Tolbert,  Lenoir Baby 

Margaret  Loftin  Bradley,  Lenoir Baby 

Marjorie  Nelson,  Lenoir Baby 

]Mrs.   Edna   McGlothlin,   Hickory    Adult 

Barbara   Lynn,    Ivey    Baby 

Jane  Fuller,  Hickory Junior 

Mrs.  James  Anderson,  Statesville Adult 

1939— Mrs.  E.  G.  Gilmer,  Broad  Street,  Statesville .Adult 

Herbert  Whiley  Jones,  Granite  Falls Baby 

..-  ,  Blanche  Pegram  Beard,  Lenoir Baby 

7.'    ■'  Miss  Stanley  Hall,  Hickory .Adult 

;;•      '   ■  Mrs.  E.  C.  'ivey,  Hickory Adult 

Nancy  Lu  Alexander,  Lenoir Baby 
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Sarah  Lu  Bardley,  Lenoir Baby 

Doris  Anne  Sherrill,  Broad  Street,  Statesville Baby 

Martha  Isabel  Collier,  Broad  Street,  Statesville Baby 

William  Henry  Coulter,  Catawba Baby 

Bruce  Leonard,   Catawba Baby 

MEMORIAL  ROLL 

1937— Mrs.  Addie  W.  Foster,  Hickory Adult 

1939 — Mrs.  Ida  Trollinger,  Newton Adult 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Abernethy,  Lenoir Adult 

WAYNESVILLE  DISTRICT 

1902— One  Adult 

1931— Mrs.  M.  D.  Cowan,  Sylva Adult 

One  Adult,  Clyde  (Money  sent  to  Nashville  and 
Treasurer  does  not  have  name) 

1932 — ^Roberta  Ann  Roberts,  Long's   Chapel    Baby 

Mrs.  Josephine  Poindexter,  Franklin  Circuit Adult 

One  Adult,  Clyde Adult 

(Sent  to  Nashville) 

1933 — Mrs.  George  L.  Hampton,  Canton Adult 

(Given  her  by  District) 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Secrest,  Canton Adult 

1934— Mrs.  Ida  Noland  Fish,  Clyde Adult 

1935— Mary  Ann  Wolfe,  Sylva   /. Baby 

1936 — Rebecca  Tabor,  Mt.  Zion Baby 

Barbara  Ann  Smith,  Andrews Bnby 

1937 — JNIiss  Minnie  Willis,  Long's  Chapel Adult 

ISIrs.  F.  E.  Branson,  Canton Adult 

(Given  by  District) 

Ann  Ruth  Carper,  Long's  Chapel Baby 

1938— Hrs.  John  Christy,  Andrews Adult 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Norvell,  Murphy Adult 

Zelda  Carolyn  Cooper,  Canton Baby 

1939 — Miss  Blanche  Thompson,  Canton Adult 

Mary  Reeves  Hampton,  Canton Baby 

Mrs.  J.  H.  McCall,  Murphy Adult 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Sheffield,  Canton Adult 

Mrs.  Margaret  R.  Siler,  Franklin Adult 

ISIrs.  R.  C.  Long,  Long's  Chapel Adult 

Mrs.  Emily  Allen  Siler,  Lake  Junaluska Adult 

Mrs.  Z.  Paris,  Lake  Junaluska Adult 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Stackhouse,  Lake  Junaluska Adult 

Mrs.  Bettie  Terrell,  Clyde    .  .  ". Adult 

WINSTON-SALEM   DISTRICT 
1912 — One  Child,  Lexington  (Then  in  Salisbury  District)    .  .Junior 

One  Adult,  Thomasville Adult 
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1916 — One  Young  People,  Burkhead,  Winston Y.  P. 

Mrs.  Charles  G.  Hill,  Thomasville Adult 

1922 — Charlotte  Grogan,  Centenary,  Winston .Junior 

1924 — Two  Adults,  Centenary,  Winston Adult 

1926 — One  Adult,  x\rdmore,  Winston Adult 

1928 — Hoke  Bullard,  Jr.,  Centenary-West  End Baby 

1930 — ^Irs.  Frank  S.  Lambeth,  Thomasville Adult 

]Mollie  Helen  Lambeth,  Thomasville Junior 

1931— Mrs.  W.   C.   Stafford,  Kernersville Adult 

:\Irs.  J.  G.  Sterling,  Burkhead Adult 

(Given  by  the  District) 

Alice  Lambeth  Wilson,  Thomasville ■ Baby 

1932 — Elizabeth  Hastings  McCorkle,  Centenary Baby 

1935 — !Miss  Anna  Ogburn,  Centenary Adult 

1936 — Lee  Strubing,  Centenary Baby 

Gail  Lassiter,  Centenary Baby 

]\Irs.  W.  M.  Wagoner,  Burkhead Adult 

Edward  Kochtitzky  Crawford,  Cententary Baby 

1937 — Joanne  Glenn,  Centenary Baby 

J.  K.  Xorfleet,  Centenary Baby 

Suzanne  Walker,   Centenary Baby 

Thomas  Owen  Moore,  Jr.,  Centenary Baby 

Martha  Eve  Martin,  Centenar}' Baby 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Brannock,  Levington Adult 

Nancy  Kent  Hill,  Centenary Baby 

Elizabeth  Lindsay  Fenwick,  Centenary Baby 

1938 — ^lartha  Ann  Curlee,  Thomasville Baby 

]Mrs.  W.  F.  Sparger,  Lexington x^dult 

Joseph  Henry  Glenn,  III,  Centenary Baby 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Redmon,  Centenary Adult 

1939 — Mrs.  Bess  Gray  Plumly,  Centenary Adult 

One  of  the  two  unknown  adult  in  1924  was  probably 
'  Mrs.   Frank   Martin 
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CHAPTER  THIRTEEN 

The  Lucy  H,  Robertson  Scholarship 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  held  in  West 
End  Church  in  Winston-Salem,  in  1918,  the  Conference 
voted  to  establish  at  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  a 
scholarship  to  be  known  as  the  "Lucy  H.  Robertson  Scholar- 
ship" to  which  every  auxiliary  in  the  Conference  would 
make  a  contribution  to  be  used  for  girls  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Conference.  This  action  was  taken  in  view  of  the 
dire  need  for  trained  workers  in  both  the  home  and  foreign 
fields  and  in  appreciation  of  the  long  and  splendid  service 
of  Mrs.  Robertson  in  the  missionary  work. 

The  amount  of  the  scholarship  was  $10,000.00  and 
when  the  goal  was  reached,  the  Conference  would  have  an 
income  sufficient  to  support  perpetually  two  Christian 
workers  in  that  institution. 

The  records  show  that  in  1930,  soon  after  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Robertson,  the  Conference  voted  to  change  the  Lucy 
H.  Robertson  Scholarship  Fund  into  the  Lucy  H.  Robert- 
son Endowment  Fund,  and  five  years  later,  in  1935,  the 
fund  was  completed  and  the  scholarship  will  stand  through 
the  years  as  a  memorial  to  our  former  loved  President. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1935  when  the  announce- 
ment was  made  of  the  completion  of  the  fund,  the  members 
with  one  accord  arose  and  joined  in  singing,  "Praise  God 
From  Whom  All  Blessings  Flow."  Mrs.  Robertson  had 
passed  into  life  eternal,  loved  by  the  Conference  which  she 
loved,  and  which  now  showed  its  appreciation  of  her  leader- 
ship by  the  completion  of  the  fund,  which  has  meant  so 
much  to  the  young  women  of  our  Conference  seeking  ad- 
mission to  Scarritt  College.  This  endowment  will  long 
serve  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  one  whose  earnest  and  zeal- 
ous advocacy  of  missions  made  it  fitting  that  she  should  be 
held  in  remembrance  through  a  memorial,  having  as  its 
object,  the  furtherance  of  the  Kingdom. 

53 


CHAPTER  FOURTEEN 

Special  Meetings  Within  Our  Borders 


Meetings  of  special  interest  to  our  Conference  during 
its  fifty  years  were  ttie  General  Convention  of  the  Woman's 
Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society  in  Asheville  in  1895  ; 
the  two  meetings  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions which  were  held  one  in  Greensboro  in  1898,  and  one 
in  Asheville  in  1901 ;  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Home  Missions  in  x^sheville,  in  1906,  and  the 
session  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  in  Asheville 
in  1939. 

Of  the  first  meeting,  that  of  the  Woman's  Parsonage 
and  Home  Mission  Society,  no  information  save  the  date  of 
the  meeting  is  available.  Of  the  Woman's  Boards  of  For- 
eign Missions  in  1898  and  1901  we  quote  from  the  "History 
of  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society"  by  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Butler  who  was  present  at  both  of  these  meetings. 

Of  the  1898  meeting  she  says:  "When  the  members 
of  the  Woman's  Board  assembled  in  Greensboro,  for  the 
first  time  on  the  soil  of  the  Old  North  State,  to  hold  the 
twentieth  annual  meeting,  they  were  buoyant  with  hope  and 
felt  that  a  new  era  of  financial  prosperity  had  dawned  in 
response  to  urgent  prayer.  There  was  no  compromise  with 
faith,  nor  with  any  of  the  promsies  of  God,  for  every  one 
knew  that  'Faith  without  works  is  dead.' 

"Strenuous  work  has  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  women 
and  girded  them  with  gladness.  The  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, Mrs.  S.  C.  Trueheart  said  'While  twenty  years  of 
foreign  missionary  work  have  given  a  more  commanding 
faith,  broader  views  and  higher  hopes  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  work  at  home,  at  the  same  time  tremendous  forces 
of  heathendom  are  more  fully  realized.'  Concerning  the 
foreign  work  she  said,  'For  twenty  years  the  Woman's 
Board  has  been  at  work  seeking  to  carry  out  God's  will 
concerning  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Though  marked  by 
no  startling  achievements  during  these  years  there  has  been 
steady  progress,  creditable  development  and  today  flourish- 
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ing  missions  in  China,  Mexico,  and  Brazil  are  maintained.' 
She  might  have  added  the  Indian  JSIission  work  as  this 
work  among  the  wild  tribes  is  equally  successful." 

This  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mrs.  M.  B.Wight- 
man,  of  South  Carolina  and  Mrs.  T.  B.  Hargrove  was 
Recording  Secretary.  Vice-Presidents  at  that  time  were 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Wilson  and  Miss  Maria  L.  Gibson  and  Mrs. 
H.  N.  McTyeire  was  Treasurer.  Thirty-four  Conferences 
w^ere  represented  by  their  secretaries  and  the  reports  of  the 
missionary  work  in  both  home  and  foreign  fields  was  most 
encouraging.  An  occasion  of  great  interest  to  our  Con- 
ference was  the  impressive  Memorial  Service  honoring  the 
memory  of  two  Corresponding  Secretaries  who  had  passed 
away  during  the  year:  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass  of  the  West- 
ern North  Carolina  Conference  and  Mrs.  Morgan  Callo- 
way of  the  North  Georgia  Conference.  Beautiful  tributes 
to  these  workers  were  given,  those  to  "Aunt  Bumpass"  by 
Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Robertson,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  and  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Jesse  Cunninggim,  who  spoke  of  the  beauty  and 
holiness  that  was  exhibited  in  the  life  of  that  saintly 
woman." 

THE  ASHEVILLE  MEETING 

The  year  1901  marked  the  twenty-third  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mission  Board  which  was 
held  in  Central  Church,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Again  we  quote  Mrs.  F.  A.  Butler:  "This  meeting 
will  long  be  remembered  as  one  set  apart  in  the  annals  of 
the  Board. 

"One  of  the  most  interesting  things  that  can  occur  at 
such  a  time  is  the  return  of  the  missionaries,  whose  endur- 
ing faithfulness  through  many  years  has  endeared  them  to 
the  people;  and  another  is  the  acceptance  and  appoint- 
ment of  those  who  are  venturing  on  an  untried  experience 
and  yet  are  full  of  hope  and  enthusiasm, 

"Dr.  Young  J.  Allen's  presence  at  this  meeting  was  an 
inspiration.  He  was  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  when  the  Board  was 
organized,  and  kept  in  close  touch  with  its  progress  through 
all  the  intervening  years.  Seven  returned  missionaries 
were  present  and  gave  vivid  glimpses  of  the  people  among 
whom  thev  had  lived  and  of  the  work  in  which  they  had 
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been  engaged.  Twelve  young  women  were  presented  to 
the  Board  for  appointment  to  foreign  fields,  and  Mrs. 
Bishop  Wilson,  who  with  her  husband,  had  spent  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  China,  Korea,  and  Japan,  brought  inter- 
esting reports  from  the  nations  visited.  This  meeting  was 
also  presided  over  by  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  and  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Trueheart  was  still  the  Corresponding  Secretary." 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD  MEETING  IN  1906 

The  only  information  available  about  this  meeting  is 
taken  from  the  x4.nnual  Report  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mis- 
sion Society  for  1907  which  states  "that  a  carefully  sum- 
marized report  of  the  Board  meeting  touching  all  the  work 
enterprised  by  the  Board  was  given  by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Marr, 
who  gave  a  clearer  insight  into  our  work  and  a  larger 
respect  for  our  really  good  aims.  She  also  brought  to  the 
workers  fresh  knowledge  and  inspiration." 

This  report  also  quotes  Miss  Bennett  who  said  "the 
greatest  good  accomplished  by  the  Woman's  Home  Mis- 
sion Society  during  the  years  since  it  became  a  part  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  church,  is  not  recorded  in  the  annual  re- 
ports, nor  measured  by  the  suffering  alleviated,  the  schools 
established  and  the  lives  made  better  and  more  bearable 
by  their  work,  but  by  the  ever  growing  goodness  of  the 
women  who  have  lived  and  loved  and  wrought  with  them 
for  God." 

THE  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL  MEETING 

It  was  in  1910  in  Asheville,  N.  C.  at  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Conference  that  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council  was  created  with  a  Home  and  Foreign  Depart- 
ment— '"the  action  providing  an  organization  through 
which  the  women  could  carry  on  their  missionary  activities, 
its  duty  being  to  develop  missionary  work  among  the 
women  and  children  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the 
Board  of  Missions." 

In  1939,  the  twenty-ninth  birthday  of  the  Council 
the  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Central  Church,  Asheville, 
the   first  time   within  the   bounds   of  the   Western   North 
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Carolina  Conference  and  the  second  time  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  the  1926  meeting  having  been  held  in 
Raleigh,  N.  C.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Perry,  Council  President, 
presided  over  the  meeting  and  the  program  was  one  of 
vital  interest.  One  hundred  and  ten  delegates  and  accred- 
ited alternates  were  present,  only  three  Conferences  not 
being  represented — Cuba,  Northwest  and  Texas  Mexican. 
Four  Deanconesses  and  three  missionaries  were  conse- 
crated and  formally  commissioned  by  Bishop  Clare  Pur- 
cell,  and  the  Certificate  of  Emeritus  Relation  was  awarded 
Miss  Margaret  Cook  of  Newnan,  Georgia,  who  for  thirty- 
eight  years  was  missionary  in  Japan.  The  following  is 
quoted  from  the  report  of  Resolutions  Committee  at  the 
session  of  the  Council:  "As  we  have  shared  the  program 
so  rich  and  varied  in  content — voiced  by  Christian  world 
citizens  of  dift'erent  communions — we  have  been  lifted  to 
higher  mental  and  spiritual  altitude,  from  which  we  have 
caught  a  loftier  conception  of  the  mission  and  message  of 
the  Church.  As  we  turn  our  faces  homeward,  we  give 
gratitude  to  God  for  the  uplift  of  these  days  registered  in 
the  spirit  of  faith  with  which  we  face  the  adjustments  in- 
cident to  unification  and  with  which  we  continue  to  be  the 
heralds  of  God's  message  of  redemption  to  a  baffled  and 
weary  world.  In  the  words  of  our  gracious  and  beloved 
President,  we  go  home  with  the  ringing  challenge,  'Climb 
high,  climb  far,  climb  on,'  in  the  service  of  God  in  the 
present  age." 
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CHAPTER  FIFTEEN 

Brevard  Institute 


"Education  is  bringing  out  of  a  thing  the  best  that 
God  has  put  in  it." 

— Governor  Charles  B.  Aycogk. 

Situated  in  the  mountains  of  Western  North  Caro- 
lina, at  Brevard  in  Transylvania  County,  is  Brevard  Col- 
lege, formerly  Brevard  Institute, — a  school  for  boys  and 
girls,  operating  for  a  number  of  years  under  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Council  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  The 
people  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  are  spe- 
cially proud  of  this  institution  and  of  its  splendid  work 
during  the  years  in  training  boys  and  girls  for  true  citizen- 
ship. 

The  history  of  the  school  is  most  interesting  and  credit 
for  its  existence  must  be  given  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitch 
Taylor,  v\^ho  started  it,  nursed  it  and  nurtured  it  through 
many  discouragements,  seemingly,  at  times  more  than  they 
could  overcome,  but  in  the  face  of  all  obstacles  carried  it 
on  to  success  until  today  it  stands  as  one  of  the  leading 
institutions  in  the  section  where  it  is  located. 

From  "Women  and  Home  Missions,"  we  learn  that 
"Brevard  Institute  was  opened  in  1895  as  a  private  insti- 
tution by  Rev.  Fitch  Taylor,  in  his  home  in  Western  North 
Carolina.  Although  it  was  aided  by  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference  and  the  Epworth  Leagues,  at  the  death 
of  Mr.  Taylor  it  had  to  be  closed  for  two  years.  In  1903 
it  was  offered  as  a  gift  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  but  the  women  would  not  accept  it  until  the  plant 
was  completed  and  freed  from  debt. 

"Prof.  E.  E.  Bishop  was  employed  as  Principal,  and 
was  given  the  task  of  putting  the  school  on  its  feet,  and  his 
first  report  gives  a  vivid  picture  of  the  problems  with  which 
he  was  confronted.  When  he  went  to  assumed  the  prin- 
cipalship  he  found  an  unfinished  and  unfurnished  house 
unpainted,  except  for  priming,  no  doors,  windows,  chim- 
neys or  floors.  The  treasury  empty,  with  no  funds  in  sight, 
and  the  first  thing  needed  to  be  done  was  to  secure  money 
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and  put  on  a  large  force  of  workmen  at  once.  Through 
the  persuasion  of  Mr.  Bishop,  the  Committee  secured  a 
sum  of  money  and  October  20th,  1903,  the  school  opened 
with  a  public  meeting.  Fifty  pupils  were  enrolled  the  next 
day  and  from  that  time  on  the  enrollment  has  steadily  in- 
creased and  the  school  has  grown  along  all  lines. 

"Two  years  afterwards  in  1905  the  school  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Board  and  began  a  long  period  of  fruitful 
service,  during  which  its  equipment  was  enlarged  and  edu- 
cational scope  broadened. 

"The  annual  report  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission 
Society  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  contains 
an  interesting  account  of  the  transfer  of  the  school,  at  the 
meeting  held  in  Charlotte,  N,  C.  The  report  says:  The 
hour  set  apart  for  formally  turning  over  Brevard  Industrial 
School  into  the  hands  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions having  arrived.  Dr.  Dan  Atkins,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  made  an  impressive  speech  telling  of 
the  origin  of  the  school,  the  struggles  through  which  it  had 
passed,  the  need  for  such  a  school  in  the  section  in  which 
it  is  located,  and  gave  a  report  of  what  it  had  already  done 
and  requested  that  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  appropriating  something  to  the 
school  each  year. 

"Mrs.  Frank  Siler,  Secretary  of  the  Asheville  District, 
responded  in  her  usual  happy  manner  and  accepted  the 
trust  most  gracefully,  in  the  name  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Home  Missions.  Mrs.  F.  H.  E.  Ross,  Treasurer  of  the 
School,  made  her  report  and  in  response  to  an  earnest  ap- 
peal from  Mrs.  C.  P.  Moore,  a  contribution  of  more  than 
$50.00  was  raised  with  which  to  buy  furnishings.  The 
school  began  under  its  new  management  with  enthusiasm 
and  a  determination  to  succeed.  Although  it  was  started 
as  a  school  for  girls,  boys  began  to  apply  for  admission 
and  it  was  made  co-educational  and  its  course  of  study 
grew  to  include  commercial,  domestic  art,  agricultural  and 
manual  trainjing  and  music  departments,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  academic  departments. 

"From  the  records  we  find  that  in  the  summer  of  1933, 
the  college  was  transferred  bv  the  Woman's  Missionary 


Council  to  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference.  We 
are  indebted  to  Prof.  E.  J.  Coltrane,  President  of  Brevard 
College  for  the  following  information  concerning  the  trans- 
ference of  the  property. 

"Mr.  Coltrane  says:    'Previous  to  1933,  Bishop  Edwin 
Mouzon,  the  presiding  Bishop  in  the  area  embracing  the 
Western  North   Carolina   Conference,   had   appointed   an 
Educational  Commission  of  which  he  was  Chairman,  to 
make  a  study  of  the  whole  field  of  junior  college  education 
in  the  Conference.     The  commission  evidently  had  on  its 
hands  the  problem  of  making  some  disposition  of  several 
of  the  colleges  within  the  borders  of  the  Conference,  and 
early  in  1933  recommended  the  merging  of  Davenport  with 
Greensboro  College,  and  later  the  decision  was  made  to 
recommend  a  merger  of  Rutherford  and  Weaver  Colleges. 
At  that  point  in  the  conference  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council  agreed  to  transfer  to  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference,   the   property   at   Brevard,   provided   the  new 
college  established  by  the  merger  of  Weaver  and  Ruther- 
ford, would  be  located  on  the  grounds  and  in  the  building 
formerly  known  as  Brevard  Institute,  the  reasons  for  the 
transfer  indicating  that  Brevard  Institute  had  somewhat 
served  its  purpose  as  a  secondary  school,  and  the  Council 
evidently  felt  that  the  institution  could  no  longer  be  oper- 
ated economically,  and  its  closing  seemed  to  be  the  only 
outlet.     The  closing  of  this  institution  and  the  opening  of 
a  new  college  seemed  to  fit  into  each  other  in  a  suitable 
manner.' 

"When  Brevard  Institute  was  closed  in  1933,  Miss 
Daisy  Ritter  was  acting  as  Principal,  and  following  the 
transfer,  became  Principal  of  the  Vashti  School  for  Girls, 
in  Thomasville,  Ga, 

"Brevard  College  opened  in  September  1934  and 
within  the  past  six  years  has  increased  in  number  of  stu- 
dents and  in  valuation  of  property,  and  is  accepted  as  a 
standard  junior  college  by  the  North  Carolina  College  Con- 
ference and  other  accredited  agencies  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina." 

Footnote:  By  permission  of  the  author  of  "Women 
and  Home  Missions." 
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